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From my nature journals: I have decided not to burden the readers of this column with photos 
and words of the travesty just passed. There is quite  enough of that. I will leave that to others. 

October 9.7:42 a.m. 45 degrees. Strong coffee, thick fog. Written in memory of our mother, 
Bonnie Parker Towe, born out of tough Bessie Parker's mountain womb ninety-six years ago today, 
delivered at home by a midwife in their little rented sharecropper's yellow frame house not far from 
Mars Hill. 

My Papaw, Cleveland Parker, was a dark and tall mostly quiet man, a big rawboned hawkbilled 
part Cherokee man who sang the old hymns with the rhythm of his hoe cropping weeds from his 
rows of corn, a sharecropper, sawmill worker, father of seven yunguns all born at home, from rough 
old cigar-smoking Glen to crazy young Irene who left a big mean man and moved to Rhode Island 
with her beautiful darkeyed daughter Karen decades ago. 

Their son, Danny, a dear fi rst cousin who I played “cowboys and Indians” with as little boys 
in the woods behind our house, Irene left behind to be raised by his mean dad, Buster. Later, as a 
late-teen, Danny did a few years' time in the old Craggy Prison. For writing some bad checks. That 
horribly ugly prison still stands not far above the fl ooded reaches of the big river. It looks like a 
scene for a Steven King movie. 

Young and handsome, Danny's stay in that despicable hell-hole deeply marred him in ways 
that cannot be mentioned here. Those traumas scarred his body, mind and soul, for life. Thankfully, 
much later he willingly welcomed and received a deeply needed salvation from the Lord Christ of 
redeeming love. That came through helpers at a church in Hendersonville following another fl ood. 
Danny met his wife there, and raised a few children. His wife was killed by a drunk driver as she 
was walking beside the road near their home. Years later, Danny experienced the grace of deep 
mind-soul healing prayer for his teenage prison wounds. 

I got to talk with him a few years back, before his physical body died of cancer, and his spirit 
lifted this hurting place into realms of eternal light beyond the farthest stars. I look forward to my 
spirit meeting his again. Not waiting for his mother to come get and take him back from our home 
in her old green '51 Buick to his angry house off Emma's Grove Road in West Asheville. 

Our Papaw fi shed for catfi sh many nights on the mountain river with a smoldering driftwood 
“far” built on riversand. He fried catfi sh in a big black “arn” skillit. Sitting there by the river, Papaw 
listened in the dark to the sizzling fi sh, to the river ruffl ing around ancient stones that had known 
countless centuries centuries of un-named fl oods. His ears and spirit listened to the ancient songs 
of owls hooting in tall Sycamores leaning over the water. I reckon much of my blood fl ows from 
him. 

A good friend told me yesterday I should gather the stories of some of those who made it 
through this recent fl ood. I told him that is not my calling, although a rich book is waiting to be 
published, for someone called to write down the immediate and personal impressions of everyone 
who experienced this tragic mountain fl ood. Several volumes could be written from the memories 
of any mountain family whose home, bridges, roads and loved ones were washed away, found later 
in the limbs of river trees, or never found. 

Closing, I encourage each of you to write down, right now, today, your raw and present memo-
ries of this historic local holocaust. When you are gone, when all has returned to “normal”, your 
rich and  valuable experiences with this historic fl ood will be washed downstream and forgotten 
forever, like bits of broken debris carried away in an Autumn hurricane. So take an notebook and 
pen in hand, today, and scribble down your raw unedited recollections of what has happened to 
you in recent days, written to those you know and love, and to all who will read for many years to 
follow. I assure you, your words, no matter how “gifted”, “ inspired” or not, will be meaningful for 
those who come behind. 

One of the wiser and more gifted ones in human history was a fellow living in England several 
centuries ago. When he was a child, they called this precocious little boy “Willy”/ Several centuries 
now he has been known as William Shakespeare. Among the millions of words he scribbled in poems, 
sonnets, and plays, William wrote words to this effect: “With all the seasons that come and go and 
are easily forgotten, the most enduring are written human words”. His legacy has well proven that. 
We are not all Shakespeare. But we are each and all of us dear humans, with unique stories to tell. 
Write yours down! Give them away, to others who will benefi t from our pitiful scribblings. 

Robert Tow is a mountain naturalist, a fi fth-generation native of the mountains, and owner of 
Mountain Acreage of WNC, Inc., featuring higher quality farms, forestland, retreat properties and 
larger land investments. He also consults with landowners and buyers, and prepares land and forest 
management plans. Contact him directly at 828.253.7055, or mountainacreage@avl.com. See his 
display ad on the Classifi ed Page. 
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AMY Wellness Foundation 
responds to Hurricane Helene 
with over $1.75 million in relief 
efforts for Avery, Mitchell, and 
Yancey Counties 

In the wake of Hurricane 
Helene, AMY Wellness Foun-
dation has stepped forward 
to provide critical relief and 
support to the communities of 
Avery, Mitchell, and Yancey 
counties. With overwhelming 
community and organizational 
support, AMYWF’s Emergency 
Response efforts have surpassed 
$1,750,000 in funding, made 
possible through generous do-
nations from individuals and the 
Dogwood Health Trust. 

Since the disaster struck, 
AMYWF has already allocated 
over $1,100,000 to local orga-
nizations actively working on 
the ground. These funds have 
been directed toward essential 
services, including emergency 
shelters, supplies, home re-
pairs, food access, healthcare, 
medical supplies, support for 
the dedicated staff providing 
vital care and assistance, and so 
much more. 

Organizations who have re-
ceived support: Williams YMCA 
of Avery County, WAMY Com-
munity Action, High Country 
Community Health, Mountain 
Community Health Partnership, 
Reconciliation House, Spruce 
Pine Main Street, Family Prom-
ise NC, Avery County Govern-
ment, Mitchell County Safe-
Place, Partners Aligned Toward 
Health, Neighborhood Table, 
Mitchell Giving Gardens. 

Organizations working in 
Avery, Mitchell, or Yancey 
counties supporting our com-
munities' recovery are encour-
aged to apply for support at 
amywellnessfoundation.org 

AMY Wellness Foundation responds to Hurricane 
Helene with over $1.75 million in relief efforts 

"This disaster has truly 
brought out the best in our com-
munity,” said Starli McDowell, 
Board Chair of AMYWF. “We 
have never witnessed such an 
outpouring of grassroots sup-
port, with neighbors helping 
neighbors and friends near and 
far stepping up in remarkable 
ways." 

The Foundation also ex-
pressed deep gratitude to the 
volunteers, donors, and grant 
partners who have worked tire-
lessly to aid recovery efforts. 
“To our dedicated volunteers 
and trusted grant partners, you 
are the heartbeat of our recov-
ery efforts. Your time, energy, 
and compassion are what keep 
our community strong,” she 
continued. 

AMYWF remains commit-

ted to its mission of improving 
the well-being of local commu-
nities and will continue to direct 
all available resources toward 
rebuilding and supporting those 
affected by Hurricane Helene. 

The road to recovery is 
long, and the need for ongoing 
support is critical. We invite 
anyone who is able to help us 
continue this vital work by 
making a donation to AMYWF's 
Hurricane Helene Relief Fund. 
Every dollar goes directly to the 
organizations on the frontlines, 
ensuring our community can 
rebuild and recover stronger 
than ever. To donate, visit amy-
wellnessfoundation.org.

Need a Broom?
Since 1950, the Burnsville 

Lions Club has been selling their 
trademark brooms as a fund-
raiser to provide vision care to 
needy persons in Yancey Coun-
ty. While we no longer go door 
to door selling our brooms, we 
have placed our “broom boxes” 
in a variety of places throughout 
the county. Following is a list 
of businesses where you may 
locate our “broom boxes” and 
purchase a broom. Buchanan 
& Young (713 E. Main), Jill's 
Hairport (212 W. Main), Phil's 
Tire Service (617 E. Main), 
Sue's Beauty Shop (511 W. 
Main), Fox Country Store (680 
W. Main), Troy's Greenhouse 
(30 Cherry Ln), Shear Perfec-
tion Salon (117 Westover St.), 
and Yancey Graphics (607 W. 
Hwy 19E).

We appreciate your contin-
ued support of this long standing 
project.

Guardian ad Litem
seeking volunteers 
as child advocates

The NC Guardian ad Litem 
Program is seeking volunteer 
advocates to represent abused 
and neglected children in Yanc-
ey, Mitchell and Madison. 

Training sessions are held 
periodically for those who 
would like to volunteer with 
this program to advocate for 
local children. 

Participants from Mitchell 
and Madison counties are also 
strongly encouraged to partici-
pate as there are many children 
who still do not have a volun-
teer assigned to them.   

If you have any questions or 
would like to learn more about 
the local Guardian ad Litem 
program, please call Erica Ed-
wards at 828-682-4754 or visit 
volunteerforgal.org.

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs vol-

unteers to deliver meals. Call the 
Senior Center at 682-6011.
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WHITSON ELECTRIC 
Data Cabling and Testing

Serving the tri county since 1983”
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777
828-765-9700       877-WHITSON

whitsonelectric@bellsouth.net
Michelle Boon e Manager

Call an experienced acreage specialist. There is a great
deal of information you need to know. I have been working

with mountain land, farms, retreat properties and larger tracts
since 1985, from 5 to 5,000 acres.

Hundreds of properties SOLD.I also work as a consultant with
landowners and land buyers and prepare management plans.

If it’s land, I can help you. Call me this week! 

Robert Towe, Acreage Specialist since 1985
Degrees in Biology and Forestry
Mountain Acreage of WNC, Inc.

828.253.7055 
mountainacreageavl@gmail.com

Buying Or Selling Land ? 

Author of "Roaming Around Yancey" column

REAL 
ESTATE

FOR SALE: Commer-
cial building 2,500 sq. 
ft. Heat, AC, bathroom. 
Corner of 197 North 
and Green Mountain 
Road. $265K, (possible 
owner financing), 386-
775-7355.
pd9-25un
                                                         

FOR RENT
NEED TO RENT NEW 
or used furniture, appli-
ances, computers, TV, 
DVD/VCR? Call 766-
8775. Free delivery.

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE
THE GREAT STATE OF 

NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE COUNTY OF 

YANCEY
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT 

DIVISION, BEFORE THE 
CLERK
24 E 232

In the Matter of the Estate of
GERALD HONEYCUTT, 

Deceased
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

HAVING QUALIFIED 
as Executor of the Estate of 
GERALD HONEYCUTT, de-
ceased, of YANCEY COUNTY, 
NC, this is to notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of said 
decedent to present them to the 
undersigned on or before 10TH 
day of January 2025, or this no-
tice will be pled in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to the said estate please make 
immediate payment.

This the 2ND Day of Oc-
tober 2024

SYLVIA JOYCE 
HONEYCUTT, Executor 

2000 Shoal Creek Road 
Burnsville, NC 28714  
DONNY J. LAWS, Attorney

P. O. Box 397 
Burnsville, NC  28714

Published: October 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
ADMINISTRATOR'S

NOTICE
Having qualified as Admin-

istrator of the Estate of James
R. Shuford of Yancey County,
North Carolina, this is to notify
all persons and corporations
having claims against the Estate
of said deceased  to present them
to the undersigned on or before
the 3rd day of January, 2025 or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate please
make immediate payment.

This the 2nd day of Octo-
ber, 2024.

Larry Shuford, Adminis-
trator

7282 Hwy 80, South
Burnsville, NC 28714
Charlie A. Hunt, Jr.
Attorney at Law
PO Box 509
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Telephone: (828) 765-

2062
Published October 9, 16,

23, 30, 2024

Randolph’s
Custom Made 

Call or Text 
208-1118

 Custom 
Woodwork

Caskets and Urns 

FOR RENT: Now ac-
cepting applications 
for housing, 1 bedroom 
apartments. Must be 
62 or disable to quali-
fy. Section 8 Housing. 
Equal Housing Oppor-
tunity. Mountain Village 
Apartments, 200 West 
Main Street, Burnsville, 
NC 28714. 828-682-
7411.

WANTED: 
WANTED: FREE 
CAMPER, If you need 
to get rid of a camper, 
or pontoon boat, from 
your yard, at the lake, 
or storage. Call Ricky 
at 828-442-2658. 

WANTED: PORCH 
SWING: Text or phone 
954-496-9000.

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs 

volunteers to deliver meals week-
days from 10:30 to noon. Call the 
Senior Center at 682-6011. Volunteers needed

Meals on Wheels needs 
volunteers to deliver meals. any 
weekday from 10:30 to noon to
Yancey County’s shut-ins.

For information call the 
Senior Center at 682-6011.

While DMV continues 
work to address its staffing 
shortage, the division offers the 
following tips for an improved 
customer experience: 

NCDMV sends a reminder 
card to the address on file six-
ty days before the expiration 
date.

Renew early - your NC 
driver license or ID card can be 
renewed up to six months before 
the expiration date.  

Renew online – In most 
cases, unless they renewed 
online last time, customers can 
renew their credential online. 

Make an appointment – If 
you must go to a driver license 
office in-person, DMV recom-
mends making an appointment. 

Appointments can be scheduled
up to 90 days in advance at 
skiptheline.ncdot.gov. 

Be prepared – Check the 
DMV website to make sure you
bring the required documenta-
tion for your desired service.
One frequently forgotten item 
is a printed document proving
liability insurance. 

REAL ID – Customers have
more time to get their REAL ID 
as the federal implementation
date requiring a REAL ID to 
fly commercially or to visit 
federal, military, and nuclear 
facilities has been extended to
May 7, 2025. 

The Burnsville, Spruce
Pine and Newland offices re-
main with a single examiner. 

DMV offers the following tips for customers

icloud.com


