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Due to the storm, please check throughout 
the next few weeks to make sure events 

scheduled are proceeding. Road closures 
and utility repairs will remain in effect 

for an extended period of time.

By Anna Webb
(As the paper goes to press, 

there will be updates that come 
after we have arrived for print-
ing. The news included in this 
issue is the latest information we 
had on hand.)

As we enter week two fol-
lowing The Storm of 2024, the 
shock has somewhat subsided 
but sadness continues to prevail.

At press time, the official 
death count stands at 8 with 1 
additional passing from natural 
causes. The search continues 
for missing persons and families 
wait for official identification of 
loved ones.

Officials, volunteers, and 
emergency personnel continue 
to work tirelessly. It has been 
days of stress, grief and deter-
mination for our residents who 
have been and continue to assist 
those in need.

Multiple utility companies 
are here working as quickly as 
is safely possible to get elec-
tricity restored. The city water 
and sewer situation is being ad-
dressed with hopes for a speedy 
solution.

I came across a National 
Guard Unit this past Friday in 
our town. I asked to take a photo 
to show appreciation, they kind-
ly declined. Stating they were 
here to provide support and not 
for recognition. Professional res-
cue teams and personnel from 
multiple states are here offering 
assistance. 

The constant drum of heli-
copters and airplanes fill the air. 
Roadways are humming with 
big trucks, vehicles with trailers, 
private automobiles, along with 
sport utility vehicles. Support 
centers offering donated sup-
plies and serving as a commu-
nication hub are now located in 
almost every community. Loss 
of cellphone service, electricity, 
water and sewer are still issues 
many citizens continue to deal 
with. Shelters are open for those 
who need a place to stay.

The Storm of 2024 arrived 
fast and fierce as streams and riv-
ers rose at unprecedented speed. 
One resident in the Cane River 
Community measured the water 
level rising in surges of feet not 
inches. In the South Toe Com-
munity one homeowner who lost 
his home to the water, stated it 
rose up over his home in just 15 
minutes and had receded back to 
what would have been a typical 
flood stage for that area in just 
45 minutes.

Massive slides took moun-
tain tops down through valleys, 
filling them with mud, rocks, 
trees and debris.

The wind pushed down 
trees, and not just one – it was 
tree after tree after tree. One 
resident witnesses one section 

where every tree on the moun-
tainside was lying on the ground 
in a single direction. It was like a 
massive hand had reached down 
and pressed them to the ground.

As one of the residents still 
without electricity, I took Sun-
day (yesterday) to clean out my 
freezer and refrigerator. It took 
the better part of the day and was 
depressing as I discarded more 
and more food. Food that I, like a 
country squirrel, had stored away 
for the upcoming winter. Garden 
goodies that were grown and pre-
served. Time, money, sweat and 
pride of producing the food on 
my own land, being tossed away. 
As I contemplated the amount of 
money it would take the replace 
it all, it hit me – while this is my 
personal storm reality – I am one 
of the lucky ones.

Lucky that my family made 
it through so far injury free, 
lucky to still have that refrigera-
tor and freezer to clean out, lucky 
to still have a home and a friend 
willing to share spring water that 
allowed me to take a cold sponge 
bath each evening.

I was blessed to receive 
help from a group of young adult 
volunteers working through The 
Gathering Church. They showed 
up at my home on Saturday and 
used chainsaws to clean the nu-
merous and massive trees that 
had fallen. Their work cleared 
a private service road on my 
property that will allow quicker 
and easier access for the utility 
crews to replace poles and repair 
tree-laden lines on the top of the 
ridge. They also helped repair my 
‘mountain spring’ water line that 
was damaged during the storm. 
Their hard work, their smiles and 
their acts of love were incredible. 
Some of the group had traveled 
from other states with some leav-
ing their own damaged WNC 
communities to offer help here.

We are not accustomed to 
asking for or allowing outside 
help. To us family runs way be-
yond bloodlines and we typically 
rely on each other. Yancey Coun-
ty residents were out immediately 
on the day of the storm lending a 
helping hand and will continue to 
help – today, tomorrow, and for 
as long as they see a need.

The Storm of 2024 has 
forced us to accept outside help – 
and let me say – it has showed up 
in volumes. Church organizations 

have already been here and com-
pleted the cleanup of one flooded 
church with the promise of com-
ing back soon to help rebuild.

The SavMor/Roses parking 
lot is filled with donated supplies 
and volunteers offering a drive-
thru service to pick up practically 
any essential need. Individuals, 
groups, and organizations have 
been here traveling throughout 
our rural county distributing 
supplies and offering assistance. 
Yancey County business owners 
have offered hot food, supplies 
and help when needed.

The churches of our county 
have stepped up. Many churches 
and their members have taken 
on the duties needed to staff the 
support centers at their locations, 
helping to keep the incoming sup-
plies organized and available for 
those in need. West Burnsville 
Church has provided three hot 
cooked meals each day. Mount 
Pleasant Baptist Church Food 
Pantry Ministry continues to 
help. North Bend Baptist Church 
has supplies but also a Need/
Help Board to help get individual 
assistance to those in their com-
munity.

The list would fill a hundred 
pages for the loving people who 
have showed up to help during 
this terrible terrible time. My 
purpose in listing a few is not 
to give credit to some and take 
away from others. My intention 
is to try and show a very small 
glimpse into the magnitude of 
love and support being showered 
on us.

There have been sightings 
of celebrities who felt a need to 
come and provide help. Some 
driving right into the community 
to deliver items, speak with resi-
dents and see up close and per-
sonal the devastation this storm 
delivered at our doorstep.

NC Department of Trans-
portation along with work crews 
have begun the tedious job of 
road repairs. Many roadways 
remain at one-lane usable status. 
Please maneuver these roadways 
with caution, with alertness and a 
slow rate of speed.

For all acts of kindness, love 
and support – large or small – we 
thank you. Continue to pray for 
all those in the path of this storm. 
The loss is widespread, it covers 
many states, affecting so many 
lives.

October 05, 2024
Emergency services- We 

continue to appreciate the tre-
mendous response from our 
local first responders and from 
our partners at the State and 
Federal level.   Partner agen-
cies on the ground in Yancey 
County include the Sheriff’s 
Offices from Stanly, Catawba, 
Chatham, Alamance, New Ha-
nover, and the North Carolina 
State Highway Patrol, as well 
as the North Carolina National 
Guard.

Our E911 dispatch center 
continues to have difficulties re-
ceiving 911 calls directly, calls 
are being routed through neigh-
boring dispatch centers and re-
layed back to us. We still main-
tain full dispatch capabilities 
and radio communications with 
our crews working in the field. 
Yancey County EMS Director 
continues to operate with 13 
total units augmented by their 
ambulance strike team request. 
This staffing increase is a great 
help for any increased call vol-
ume as well as extended re-
sponse/ transport times.

The Blue Ridge Regional 
Hospital is up and running on 

Yancey County situational update 
following Tropical Storm Helene

their own power. Unfortunately, 
due to county wide infrastruc-
ture damage there is no running 
water. The hospital is receiving 
water via tanker trucks with po-
table water. Due to this critical-
ity it was determined by HCA 
Administration the hospital can 
only function as a stand-alone 
emergency room and no lon-
ger admit patients. If a patient 
needs to be admitted they will 
be transferred out to an appro-
priate facility.

Patients currently in the 
hospital will be scheduled for 
discharge or transferred to an 
appropriate facility. There is 
a Disaster Medical Assistance 
Team (DMAT) field hospital 
operating in their parking lot to 
supplement any extra patients 
that arrive in order to not over-
whelm the hospital.

There is a Field Hospital at 
the Burnsville Fire Department. 
There are Physicians, NP, Nurs-
es and Paramedics that can treat 
patients or, if needed, an EMS 
strike team of additional ambu-
lances and Paramedics that can 
transport patients to hospitals. If 
you come to the field hospital, 
the providers can see you and if 

needed write prescriptions for 
needed medications.

Cell phone towers- Still a 
work in progress, some of the 
tower sites are still in working 
order but access to maintain 
them and get them back up and 
running is difficult due to post 
storm conditions. Crews are 
actively clearing and improv-
ing roadways to these sites 
to allow access for essential 
crews.

T-Mobile has brought 
in multiple Cell on Wheels 
(COW) towers and placed 
them around the county to 
assist with their network. 
Verizon has multiple Cell on 
Wheels (COW) towers around 
the county as well as their Mo-
bile Communications Com-
mand Center known as “Big 
Red” on the way to assist res-
toration of their network.

Pod sites- We have one 
centralized Point of Dis-
tribution (POD) distribut-
ing water, MRE’s, and ice 
located at Altec, 150 Altec 
Dr. Burnsville, NC 28714. 
Shelter sites- We currently 
have two shelter sites open that 

October 7, 2024
Water and Sewer Systems:  

Crews are setting temporary 
pumps and line up to the water 
plant.

With help from local con-
tractors, repairs are being made 
to known breaks in the dis-
tribution system. As water is 
treated the system will have to 
be brought back online slowly 
in phases as breaks are identi-
fied and repaired. Once reestab-
lished the water must be boiled 
until the system can be flushed 
and sanitized. The water will 
still be usable for showering 
and flushing toilets.

Crews are on site conduct-
ing camera work of the sewer 
lines, identifying breaks for 
repair. Port-a-Johns are also be-
ginning to arrive.

Garbage: Burnsville Resi-
dential trash pick-up will hap-
pen for most homes on Mon-
day (10/7) and again on Fri-
day (10/11). East Yancey and 
Riverside Convenience Cen-
ters will be open from 7am to 
4pm beginning Monday (10/7).   
Only household bagged trash 
will be accepted at this time. 

The landfill remains closed to 
the public. Yancey County is 
actively working on a plan for 
disposal of construction/storm 
debris and will provide updates 
as those details become avail-
able. Do not burn garbage or 
debris.

Water: Potable water trucks 
are set up on the Town Square 
to fill containers.

FEMA will be at Blue 
Ridge Elementary School from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., to help 
you register for assistance on 
Monday, October 7, 2024

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
aids individuals, communities, 
and local governments affected 
by disasters, helping them re-
cover and rebuild.

• FEMA Individual and 
Household Program: Visit 
FEMA.gov or www.disasteras-
sistance.gov.

• Apply online, over the 
phone 800-621-3362, or in per-
son with officials.

• Individuals and House-
holds Program (IHP) provides 
financial and direct services to 
eligible individuals and house-

holds affected by a disaster. 
IHP assistance is not a sub-
stitute for insurance and can-
not compensate for all losses 
caused by a disaster. The assis-
tance is intended to meet your 
basic needs and supplement 
disaster recovery efforts.

• Can cover temporary 
housing, repair or replacement 
of owner-occupied homes, a 
temporary housing unit, hazard 
mitigation assistance, or other 
disaster caused expenses.

Small Business Adminis-
tration: Provides low-interest 
loans to businesses or home-
owners/individuals for disaster 
recovery efforts. Apply now. 
You do not have to know when 
you are going to reopen yet 
and you do not have to accept 
it or disperse it immediately, 
but they are suggesting for 
business owners and anyone 
looking for this type of loan to 
apply ASAP.

• Online: Disaster assis-
tance | U.S. Small Business 
Administration (sba.gov)

• Phone Number: 800-
659-2955 from 8am – 8pm 

It is with great sadness that 
we report the recovery of nine 
bodies in the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Helene. Our thoughts are 
with the families affected by this 
devastating loss.

Recovery teams continue 
their search, and we believe 
five individuals are still miss-
ing. Local law enforcement, 
federal agencies, and volunteers 
are working diligently to bring 
closure to the families.\

We recognize there are 
many rumors, and our priority 
is to provide you with the cor-
rect and factual information. 
We thank the community for 

their ongoing support during this 
difficult time. Further updates 
will be shared as they become 
available.

Over the last week, our citi-
zens here in Yancey County has 
seen incredible stories of resil-
ience, tragedy, and generosity as 
people have come together and 
rallied to meet the challenges of 
this catastrophic storm. 

Through it all our com-
munity has shown incredible 
strength of character as we have, 
together, met the challenges of 
each new day. 

While the search and rescue 
efforts are continuing, the Sher-

iff’s Office has worked with our 
partners at the State and Federal 
level to preserve life and honor 
those who have passed. 

While final numbers are 
still pending, the current of-
ficial death toll from the storm 
stands at 8 storm related death 
recoveries as well as 1 death 
from circumstances that the 
medical examiner believes to 
be natural causes. 

As we reflect on what we 
have lost and mourn with those 
who mourn, we remain incred-
ibly thankful for the privilege 
of serving the people of our 
mountain home.

Update on fatalities in Yancey County 
from the Yancey County Sheriff’s Office

(continued on page 3)

Town of Burnsville Update

Yancey County residents remain strong

(continued on page 3)

Former Yancey County resident Bradley Honeycutt along with North Carolina 
based Batista Grading helped with coordinating the volunteer relief effort in Yancey 
County at the SavMor/Roses Shopping Center. The group of volunteers distributed 
supplies, gasoline and food for livestock. Pictured above along with Honeycutt are 
some of the local and out-of-county volunteers who helped with the effort.
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Appalachian Protective 
Services Inc.

Security-Fire Systems / Access Control
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

apssystems@bellsouth.com

828-765-9797      800-SAFE-585

Davis Farms

Open Monday - Friday 9:00 - 6:00
Saturday 9:00 - 3:00

One Mile West of Cane River Middle School on Hwy 19 
(828-682-9766)

We Accept EBT  Cards

Amish Butter
Amish Bacon 

Jellies and Jams

Dog • Horse • Rabbit • Goat • Chicken
Animal Feed

We will reopen when we get the 
building cleaned

AdventHealth Hendersonville provides hope 
through care since Helene’s devastation

AdventHealth Hender-
sonville remains steadfast in 
its commitment to providing 
uninterrupted care for the com-
munity. Despite the challenges 
posed by the storm, the hospi-
tal and its dedicated team are 
ensuring that essential health 
care services are available to 
those in need.

AdventHealth Henderson-
ville is offering emergency and 
inpatient care, including ICU, 
behavioral health, lab, and im-
aging services. Elective surger-
ies have been postponed to pri-
oritize urgent care needs.

The Baby Place at Ad-
ventHealth has remained open 
throughout the storm, ready to 
support expectant mothers. We 
are here to support expectant 
mothers who may be in need of 
an alternative location for their 
labor and delivery due to the 
impact of the storm. If you are 
35 weeks or further along in 
your pregnancy and not consid-
ered high risk, AdventHealth is 
here to help you welcome your 

baby safely. Please bring your 
prenatal care records with you 
or ask your OB to fax them to 
The Baby Place at 828-681-
2749. For questions, please call 
The Baby Place at 828-681-
2260.

Outpatient Services: Pri-
mary and specialty care are 
available at AdventHealth 
Medical Group offices on Doc-
tors Drive and Hospital Drive 
in Hendersonville and at our 
locations in South Asheville, 
Forge Mountain, Candler and 
East Asheville at our Parkway 
office.

Providers will once again 
hold a Walk-In Clinic for Pri-
mary Care on Friday from 9 am 
to 1 pm in the Medical Office 
Building at 50 Hospital Drive, 
Hendersonville. The Adven-
tHealth Pediatrics office in the 
MOB will be open until 3 pm 
on Friday.

Support for Team Mem-
bers: In this past week, at least 
18 of our team members lost 
their homes, others have sig-

nificant damage and losses. 
And yet, we have seen so many 
of them coming to work to en-
sure the safety and care of their 
patients. It is humbling to see 
such dedication in the midst of 
catastrophic loss. 

AdventHealth continues 
to provide food, shelter and 
other support to all our team 
members. We want to thank the 
community for their generosity 
through donations to our team.

Community Resources: 
AdventHealth is offering in-
formation on physician clinics, 
community resources, and oth-
er support for those impacted 
by the hurricane. For more de-
tails, visit AdventHealthWNC.
com or follow AdventHealth on 
social media.

Mercy Urgent 
Care reopens

The Mercy Urgent Care 
clinic in Burnsville, located 
at 41 Charlie Brown Rd., re-
opened on Friday, October 4 
with the hours of 9 a.m. to 5 
p.m. This clinic joins six of 
the other locations — Bre-
vard, Burnsville, Columbus, 
Waynesville, Weaverville, and 
West Asheville  — that have 
reopened since Hurricane He-
lene impacted Western North 
Carolina. Hours for all eight 
locations can be found at mer-
cyurgentcare.org/locations.

BRP Hurricane 
Helene recovery  

The entire length of the 
Blue Ridge Parkway in North 
Carolina and Virginia remains 
closed as crews continue their 
assessment of the damage from 
Hurricane Helene. 

To assist with recovery ef-
forts, the National  Park Service 
has deployed its Eastern Inci-
dent Management Team, which 
brings specialized skills and 
resources to support the park-
way with employee emergency 
needs, emergency stabilization 
of affected park resources, and 
damage assessments. 

As of Saturday morning, 
214  National Park Service em-
ployees representing 57 nation-
al parks from 32 states and the 
District of Columbia are work-
ing with Blue Ridge Parkway 
staff  in the recovery efforts.

National Park Service as-
sessment teams are still com-
pleting their initial inspections 
of the parkway, acquiring the 
data they will need to analyze 
the full impact of Hurricane 
Helene. Based on what the 
teams have seen so far, signifi-
cant, and in some cases cata-
strophic, damage has occurred 
along the parkway, particularly 
from milepost 280 to milepost 
469 in North Carolina.

A projected reopening date 
of any section of the Blue Ridge 
Parkway in North Carolina has 
not yet been established. In Vir-
ginia, damage assessments and 
the clearing of debris from the 
road are nearing completion, 
which will for allow a phased 
reopening in Virginia in the 
coming days to weeks.

The North Carolina De-
partment of Health and Human 
Services is working with state, 
federal and local partners to 
help North Carolinians impact-
ed by Hurricane Helene access 
needed health care. NC Medic-
aid has been granted additional 
temporary changes to help with 
continued care during recovery 
efforts.

“We are working to ensure 
everyone who needs care is able 
to access the right treatment 
at the right time. NCDHHS 
will continue its work with lo-
cal communities and federal 
partners to make it as easy as 
possible for providers to reach 
people in need,” said NCDHHS 
Deputy Secretary for Medicaid 
Jay Ludlam.

Federal flexibilities are ac-
tive statewide from Sept. 25, 
2024, through the end of the 
Hurricane Public Health Emer-
gency declaration for North 
Carolina and are intended to 
support Hospitals, Psychiatric 
Hospitals, Critical Access Hos-
pitals, including Cancer Centers 
and Long-Term Care Hospitals 
so that they can ensure:

• People can receive emer-
gency medical treatment. Hos-
pitals, including psychiatric 
hospitals, can see people who 
need emergency care at loca-
tions other than the hospital 
where needed. Some hospi-
tals have limited access due to 
storm damage. This will allow 
them to screen people who need 
emergency care in a safe place.

• There are places to pro-
vide hospital care to people. 
Hospitals can use additional 
spaces in their building to pro-
vide patient care, and they can 
operate in temporary locations. 
Critical access hospitals can 
have more than 25 beds, keep 
people for more than 96 hours, 
and can establish surge loca-
tions outside of rural areas. In-
patient rehabilitation facilities 
can serve people who need care 
as a result of the emergency.  

• There are people to pro-
vide health care. Hospitals can 

Additional temporary flexibilities in place for Medicaid 
beneficiaries due to Hurricane Helene devastation

keep existing doctors on staff 
and allow new doctors to prac-
tice before the credentialing 
and privileging process is com-
pleted. In addition, out-of-state 
practitioners who are licensed 
in another state can provide care 
as long as they are enrolled in 
Medicare, have a valid license, 
and are not excluded from prac-
tice in North Carolina.

• Telemedicine is avail-
able. Hospitals can partner with 
other hospitals to provide tele-
medicine to ensure people get 
the care – including specialty 
care – they need. And health 
care providers can provide 
telehealth to patients in skilled 
nursing facilities or nursing fa-
cilities to ensure they continue 
to receive care.

• Hospitalized patients 
have continuity of care. Hos-
pitals in affected counties that 
participate in Medicare and 
are approved to provide post-
hospital skilled nursing facil-
ity care can do so for patients 
who no longer need acute care. 
They can provide this care for 
patients that are unable to find 
placement in skilled nursing 
facility.

• People can get the care 
they need in a long-term care or 
skilled nursing facility. Nursing 
homes can admit new residents 
who have not completed typi-
cal preadmission screenings 
and instead can complete those 
screenings postadmission so 
that people can get the care they 
need more quickly. People can 
be admitted to a skilled nursing 
facility without a 3-day prior 
hospitalization. And long-term 
care facilities can use addition-
al spaces like activity rooms, as 
resident rooms.

• Acute care patients can 
stay longer. Long-Term Care 
Acute Hospitals do not need 
to follow the 25-day average 
length of stay requirement for 
patients who need longer stays 
due to the emergency. This will 
help people who may no longer 
have a safe place to transition to 
due to the emergency.

• Patients get the care 
they need in the best environ-
ment. Home health agencies 
can perform assess patients by 
phone to determine if someone 
needs home health care. This 
helps keep people safe by let-
ting them stay in the best place 
for them, which is often their 
home.

• People with intellectual 
disabilities being cared for in 
facilities continue to receive 
services. Intermediate care 
facilities for individuals with 
intellectual disabilities can use 
additional spaces like activity 
rooms, as resident rooms. And 
staff who usually help patients 
directly can also assist with 
tasks like cleaning or cooking 
when needed.

• People have the medi-
cal equipment and medicine 
they need. To replace damaged 
medical equipment, prosthet-
ics, orthotics and supplies more 
easily, people will not need as 
face-to-face or a new physi-
cian’s order. Lost or damaged 
drugs covered by Medicare 
Part B can be refilled.

Additional detail, includ-
ing the list of waivers approved 
by CMS for North Carolina can 
be found in the Provider Bulle-
tin issued on Oct.  3, 2024.

There is no right or wrong 
way to feel in response to the 
trauma of a hurricane. If you 
have been impacted by the 
storm and need someone to 
talk to, call or text the Disaster 
Distress Helpline at 1-800-985-
5990. Help is also available to 
anyone, anytime in English or 
Spanish through a call, text 
or chat to 988. Learn more at  
988Lifeline.org.

If you would like general 
information, access to resourc-
es, or answers to frequently 
asked questions, please visit  
ncdps.gov/helene.

If you are seeking infor-
mation on resources for recov-
ery help for someone impacted 
from the storm, please email  
Iarecovery@ncdps.gov.

Tropical Storm Helene

Payne’s Construction, GA Bridgette Bryant

The Gathering Church volunteers

Local H&R Block helped to feed the community

Matthew Brown posted:
we are setup and drilling at 

West Burnsville Baptist Church. 
The drive over was uneventful. 
Lots of need here. This church 
is serving as a depot for the NC 
Baptist On Mission in this area. 

We are drilling to get water 
going in the church for a fill up 

station and to run some hot 
showers! The towns water plant 
was heavily damaged and could 
be months before the restoring 
of town water service. Pray for 
good clean water and thankful 
we can share in meeting the 
needs of our fellow NC folks! 

Jesus is Lord and water is life!
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Hours of operation:
M-F 8 a.m. - 7 p.m. 

/ Sat 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. /
Sun 10 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Our very own locally 
owned pharmacy!

730 E. Main Street, 
Burnsville N.C.

Call 678-3914  
Fax: 828-678-3945

WE CAN NOW ACCEPT OTC CARDS!

Check your OTC card for the S3 logo...
then stop by 

for your OTC pain relievers, vitamins, 
cold medicines, etc.

Yancey Co. update following Storm Helene
(continued from page 1)

are being managed and staffed 
by the American Red Cross. 
Those sites are located at Blue 
Ridge Elementary and Cane 
River Middle School.

Electric service- Electric 
service is beginning to come 
on in areas that are able to 
safely receive electricity. We 
remain thankful for our line-
men and the tree crews for their 
tremendous effort while work-
ing under some of the most 
difficult conditions imagin-
able. Please keep in mind your 
generators as crews begin to 
restore power. Ensure stand by 
generators are never connected 
directly to your house as you 
could end up back feeding into 
the grid around you and cause 
injuries to those working on 
the lines. Generators should 
be connected to your home 
through a transfer switch to 
prevent injuries or fire. Due to 
areas being re-energized, often 
without notice, we urge you to 
treat all downed power lines as 
a live wire. Home appliances 
should also be turned off and 
unplugged in the chance your 
home has power returned until 
you can ensure the appliance is 
safe to receive electricity.

Water Treatment- Pumps 
and pipes are being sourced 
to arrive for contractors to be 
ready when they begin the 
work of getting water to the 
water treatment plant. Prelimi-
nary sites have been identified 
to set new pumps and lay new 
lines and the feasibility of get-
ting power to those areas is be-
ing assessed.

Public Works crews, with 
help from local contractors, 
have already begun making 
repairs to known breaks in 
the distribution system. As 
the plant is brought back on 
line, the system will have to 
be brought back online slowly 
and in phases as breaks are 
identified and repaired. 

Once reestablished, the 
water must be boiled until the 
system can be flushed and sani-
tized. 

The water will still be us-
able for showering and flushing 
toilets though. Personnel have 
been brought in to assist in 
our restoration process as well 
as relieve our very exhausted 

crews that have tirelessly work-
ing to regain water service. 
We recommend turning off your 
water heater at the breaker until 
water is restored to prevent the 
heater from running dry and 
causing damage to the heater.

Port-a-Johns and shower 
trailers have been requested 
and are expected to be de-
ployed around Town as soon as 
they arrive.

Waste water treatment- The 
plant is completely offline until 
major repairs can be completed. 
Engineers have been brought in 
the evaluate these issues and 
expedite repairs.

Volunteer donations- All 
donation drop-offs are being 
directed to Mountain Heritage 
High School at 333 Mountain 
Heritage HS Road Burnsville, 
NC 28714 between the times of 
10a-6p as space allows.

Currently we are at max 
capacity for clothing, we are 
unable to accept any more 
clothing at our drop off site and 
encourage you to forward those 
items to your local goodwill.

Comfort stations- Mobile 
laundry facilities are available 
in the GO Grocery parking lot. 

Updates regarding the 
setup of shower and bathroom 
facilities will be provided as 
those details become available

Volunteers- Anyone wish-
ing to volunteer in supply and 
donation receiving and distri-
bution sites, helping with emer-
gency shelters, serving food, 
etc. should report to the Burns-

Town of Burnsville Update
(continued from page 1)

Monday through Friday. If you 
are deaf, hard of hearing, or 
have a speech disability, please 
dial 7-1-1 to access telecommu-
nications relay services.

• Email: disastercustom-
erservice@bsa.gov.

Volunteers - Anyone wish-
ing to volunteer for supply and 
donation receiving and distribu-
tion sites, support for emergen-
cy shelters, etc. should report to 
the Burnsville Town Center at 6 
South Main Street at 9:15am or 
1pm daily. 

There is also a significant 
need for afternoon support. 
Volunteers are also welcome to 

stop by throughout the day for 
volunteer assignments. Partners 
Aligned Toward Health is orga-
nizing the people volunteers 
only, NOT the heavy machin-
ery volunteers.

Businesses, organizations, 
or individuals offering heavy 
equipment or operators should 
complete the Heavy Equipment 
Volunteer form. This is posted 
on the Yancey County Govern-
ment and Yancey County Emer-
gency Management Facebook 
pages; and featured at the top 
of the Partners Aligned Toward 
Health Facebook page, or use 
the bit.ly link bit.ly/yanceyma-
chinevolunteers.

ville Town Center located at 6 
South Main Street at 9:15am or 
1:00pm daily. There is especial-
ly a need for the afternoon shift. 
Volunteers are also welcome to 
stop by throughout the day for 
volunteer assignments. Partners 
Aligned Toward Health is or-
ganizing individual volunteers 
only, NOT those with heavy 
machinery.

Businesses or individu-
als offering heavy equipment 
or operators should complete 
the Heavy Equipment Volun-
teer form- found on the Yanc-
ey County Government and 
Yancey County Emergency 
Management Facebook pages; 
featured at the top of the Part-
ners Aligned Toward Health 
Facebook page or found at: bit.
ly/yanceymachinevolunteers.

Urban Search and Rescue- 
We have multiple USAR teams, 
including teams from North 
Carolina, Texas, New York, 
Kansas, and California that 
continue to operate throughout 
the county with their searches 
of homes and debris piles.

Missing persons- If you 
have any family members that 
you are looking for we encour-
age you to download the Yancey 
County Sheriff’s Office app. 
Once on the app there is a “He-
lene Response” tab in the mid-
dle, once selected you have the 
option to fill out a missing per-
son’s report with full description 
or welfare check and logged into 
the Sheriff’s office database.

South Toe Community

South Toe Community

South Toe Community

Buladean, NC - 
October  04, 2024
The Buladean Commu-

nity Center is open as a relief 
& supplies distribution center 
for those affected by Hurricane 
Helene. Our Health Clinic is 
open every day except Sun-
day with a doctor on site, with 
variable hours.   We have wifi 
available with time limits.   A 
Community Wide Church Ser-
vice will be held Sunday,   from 
10 - 10:45 a.m., sponsored by 
area churches.  

Hours of operation: Week-
days: 8 a.m. - 6 p.m., Com-
munity Meal served 4-6 p.m. 
Weekends: 8 a.m. - 2 p.m., 
Community Meal served 12:30 
- 2 p.m.   

They are located at 12190 
NC 226, Bakersville, NC. Ac-
cess is clear from Unicoi, TN 
via  TN 107/NC 226. Access 
from Bakersville is clear tak-
ing NC 261 to Fork Mountain 
Road, to NC 226.   

Buladean Community Center - Distribution & Relief Center
The Buladean Community 

Center - Food Pantry opened on 
Sunday in response to the need 
in our community and expanded 
in the following days to a fully 
equipped distribution center 
operated by the Buladean Com-
munity Foundation (501c3) and 
many amazing  volunteers.   

Supplies on hand include: 
Food, Water, Clothing, House-
hold Goods, Hygiene, Clean-
ing Supplies, OTC Meds and 
Ice. Tools, Fuel, Camp Stoves, 
Propane, Animal Feed. Lim-
ited Rentals are available of 
Full Gas Cans, Chain Saws, 
O2 Tanks, Propane Tanks, and 
Generators for those with medi-
cal equipment requiring power.

Limited WiFi is available 
to the public.

Meals are served by the 
Buladean Community Founda-
tion on weekdays from 4-6 pm, 
and weekends from 12:30-2.

They are coordinating with 

the Buladean Volunteer Fire 
Department to use volunteers 
for tree removal, road and 
property clean up and distribu-
tion deliveries. Please let them 
know if a loved one in the Bu-
ladean community needs de-
liveries of goods.

Updates can be found 
here: Buladean Community 
- Food Pantry: https://www.
facebook.com/Buladeancom-
munitycenterfoodpantry/

Supplies Donations are 
received 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., 
and needs lists are updated 
daily on their Facebook page. 
Volunteers are needed daily - 
8:15 a.m. - 6:15 p.m.   

Tax Deductible  donations 
can be sent here: https://square.
link/u/aKGCqVTX

Thank you to the many 
donors and volunteers who are 
making this possible to support 
our communities in Mitchell 
County.

Mitchell County / Bailey Settlement & River Road near Huntdale
(Photos courtesy Straight Out of Poplar Facebook, for those thousands that attended the Run for 
the Hills car show, this is the area you would have traveled through, go to this website to view the 

destruction this community received from the water and wind of Tropical Storm Helene.)

Cowboy Church in Kingsport, TN traveled to the Bailey Settle-
ment / Poplar Community, Mitchell Co. to deliver food, water and 
prepare meals for the community. Photo by Jennifer M. Williams
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Curfew in Place

The extraordinary out-
pouring of support for North 
Carolina in the wake of Hurri-
cane Helene has been unprec-
edented, with airports, pilots, 
airfield operations staff, and 
community organizations step-
ping up across the state and 
country. These groups have 
delivered essential supplies—
such as food, water, medicines, 
and baby formula—to some of 
the most affected areas.

Since Hurricane Helene, 
the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration (FAA) has reported 
a 300% increase in air traffic 
over western North Carolina. 
This surge includes private air-
craft, the NC National Guard, 
and military search and rescue 
missions, all working to aid 
those in need. The increase in 
air traffic necessitates immedi-
ate coordination to ensure safe, 
efficient relief and rescue op-
erations.

“Helene has already dev-
astated so much; we want ev-
ery pilot, aircraft, and airport 
staff member to go home safely 
every night of the response,” 
said Becca Gallas, Director of 
NCDOT Division of Aviation. 
“Our military and civilian avia-
tion partners are providing vital 
services to North Carolinians 
cut off from other access.”

In collaboration with fed-
eral and state agencies—includ-
ing FEMA, FAA, NC National 
Guard, and the Department of 
Defense—the North Carolina 
Division of Aviation has imple-
mented several critical safety 
strategies:

Beginning October 4, 
2024, people and families in 
North Carolina who are en-
rolled in the Food and Nutri-
tion Services (FNS) program 
can use their benefits to pur-
chase hot food. 

This temporary flexibility 
applies to all 100 counties in 
North Carolina and the nearly 
700,000 households enrolled 
in the FNS program. The North 
Carolina Department of Health 
and Human Services is working 
closely with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture to ensure 
people impacted by Hurricane 
Helene receive assistance as 
soon as possible.

North Carolinians in the 
FNS program can purchase hot 
food, including food prepared 
for immediate consumption, 
from authorized Electronic 
Benefits Transfer (EBT) retail-
ers using their EBT card start-
ing today. All authorized EBT 
vendors in the state have been 
notified about this change, 
which will remain in effect un-
til Nov. 3, 2024.

This will ensure families 
who are not able to prepare 
food at home due to displace-
ment or power outages still 
have access to warm meals. 
Customers do not have to ap-
ply for this benefit but should 
inquire first with the store to 
see if they can process hot 
food purchases with their FNS 
benefits. It is important to note 
this is for authorized retailers 
like gas stations or deli depart-
ments, not restaurants or other 
non-EBT authorized retailers. 
A map of retailers that accept 
EBT is available here.

North Carolina has been 
approved for a waiver that 
provides additional time for 
FNS participants residing in 
the affected disaster areas to 
report a food loss as a result 
of Hurricane Helene to their 
local Department of Social 
Services office due to displace-
ment, transportation issues or 
other storm-related hardships 
through October 26, 2024.

NCDHHS has also applied 
for a waiver to automatically 
replace a portion of FNS bene-
fits for individuals and families 
in the western North Carolina 
who have lost food purchased 
with their September FNS ben-
efits. Once NCDHHS receives 
approval, the department will 

North Carolinians enrolled in Food and Nutrition Services 
can use benefits to buy hot food following Hurricane Helene

send out a notification with 
more details.

Additionally, NCDHHS is 
actively working with USDA to 
receive federal authority to op-
erate a Disaster Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program. 
D-SNAP allows more people 
impacted by Hurricane Helene 
to qualify for food assistance 
benefits who are not already 
FNS recipients. More informa-
tion will be communicated once 
the department has approval to 
implement the D-SNAP pro-
gram.

For information about 
the FNS program, visit www.
ncdhhs.gov/fns or visit epass.

nc.gov.  
For information regarding 

Hurricane Helene and addition-
al resources and flexibilities in 
place, please go to www.ncdps.
gov/helene and www.ncdhhs.
gov/helene.

There is no right or wrong 
way to feel in response to the 
trauma of a hurricane. If you 
have been impacted by the 
storm and need someone to 
talk to, call or text the Disaster 
Distress Helpline at 1-800-985-
5990. Help is also available 
to anyone, anytime in English 
or Spanish through a call, text 
or chat to 988. Learn more at 
988Lifeline.org

Coordinated aviation relief efforts ensure 
safe operations in post-Helene WNC

Prior Permission Request 
Lines: Pilots call ahead to 
schedule landing and unload-
ing times and aircraft parking, 
so aircraft are spaced out and 
reducing congestion and risk 
of incidents. These lines are in 
place at specific airports includ-
ing Asheville Regional Airport 
and Rutherford County Airport. 
This system helps manage traf-
fic flow, ensuring safe and effi-
cient ground operations.

Standard-use Army Air-
craft Flight Routes (SAAFR): 
Designated corridors in the 
sky have been established to 
separate civilian and military 
aircraft, facilitating smoother 
operations. This first-of-its-
kind strategy has proven highly 
effective.

Temporary Flight Restric-
tions: Search and rescue part-
ners are using short, time and 
location specific restrictions on 
air operations to ensure safety 
when multiple helicopters are 
engaged in localized search and 
rescue efforts.  

Temporary Air Traffic 
Control Towers: Additional air 
traffic control towers are being 
deployed to manage high-traf-
fic regional airports, ensuring 
safer navigation during Helene 
response efforts.

Despite the overwhelming 
need, these coordinated mea-
sures have already reduced in-
cidents. Early in the response, 
there were two short-term run-
way closures caused by small 
airdrop aircraft incidents, but 
no major incidents have oc-
curred since these new systems 
were put in place.

While much has been done, 
continued collaboration across 
multiple agencies is required to 
ensure the safe operation of all 
aircraft involved in Helene re-
lief efforts.

South Toe Community Trees fell throughout the county on power lines

South Toe Community

South Toe Community

Members of North Bend Baptist 
Church are maintaining the point of 
distribution in the Green Mountain 
Community, they also have a board 

for residents to write down needs and 
for volunteers to offer help filling the 

needs in the community.

Volunteers cooking hot food for distribution in Burnsville

Tropical Storm Helene

Multiple utility crews are in Yancey County helping to restore electricity

Burnsville Town Square has been a distribution point for supplies, hot food, and information
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Rev. Anthony Mbanefo

Messiah Of
The Mountains

Lutheran Church
19E Micaville

675-4291
Worship Service

11:00 a.m.

Pastor Naomi Sease Carriker

222 West Burnsville Church Road

Sunday School             9:45 a.m.
Morning Worship        11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship Service 6:00p.m.
Wed. Prayer Meeting    6:30 p.m.
TeamKid Youth              6:00 p.m.
Special Studies             7:00 p.m.

First
Presbyterian
      Church

All are welcome!

120 Church Street, Burnsville
682-4789

Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Childcare Available

2:00 p.m.

Pastor Chris Fox

Visit our website:
https://messiahofthemountains.org

email:
messiahofthemountains@gmail.com

West 
Burnsville

Baptist Church
Growing in Grace,
Walking in Love.

Pastor: Jack Sielaff

         HOPE
FELLOWSHIP  WNC

SUNDAY  11 a.m.
Burnsville Town 

Center Auditorium
6 South Main Street

Burnsville, NC 28714
www.hopefellowshipwnc.org

Church

Spirit-Filled
Praise and Worship

Sunday: 10:00AM
Wednesday:  6:00 PM

“He that dwellth in the secret 
place of the Most High shall 

abide under the shadow of the 
Almighty.”          - Psalm 91:1

Mountain of Glory
Ministries

Prayer and Healing
1040 East US Hwy 19E

284-4378

Directory

Pensacola United
Methodist 

Church
Sunday 
Services
9:30 a.m.

Pastor: Kent Smith
Contact: contact.pumc@gmail.com

9255 Hwy 197S
Burnsville, NC

To have your church 
information included in the 

Church Directory 
contact Pat Randolph at  

pat@yanceypaper.com  for 
publication costs

Donald “Don” 
Martin Smith
Donald “Don” Martin 

Smith, age 75, of the Bee Log 
Community, went Home to 
be with the Lord on Tuesday, 
September 24, 2024.  A native 
of Jamestown, TN, he was the 
son of the late Elmer and Ruby 
Bertham Smith.  He was pre-
ceded in death as well by two 
uncles, Lenord Smith and Elza 
Smith.

Don loved living the life of 
a farmer and raising cattle and 
horses, in addition to his other 
livelihoods.  He was a hard-
working man who always pro-
vided for his family.  He retired 
from BWX after working there 
many years, but once he settled 
in at home, he realized he would 
much rather stay busy and went 
to work with Fox Brothers Pav-
ing, as well as working in their 
country store.  Don always had 
a smile and kind words for ev-
eryone he met, and has always 
been known as a #1 man.  He 
adored his daughter, as well as 
her four sons, and they were his 
life.  He was the greatest father 
figure to his grandsons and his 
daughter, and was and forever 
will be their hero.  He taught 
them about hard work and being 
a good provider, to always have 
a positive attitude and to treat 
others with kindness.  Don was 
the rock of the family and will 
be deeply missed.

Left to cherish his memory 
is his wife of 55 years, Brenda 
McIntosh Smith; his loving 
daughter, Melissa “Missy” 
Hoilman; four grandsons: Colby 
Hoilman and wife, Bailey, Dal-
ton Hoilman, Ashton Hoilman 
and Bryson Hoilman; special 
uncle, James B. Smith and wife, 
Wanda, of Dandridge, TN; an 
aunt, Nellie Smith of Hender-
sonville, TN; and good friend, 
Harold Fox.  He is also survived 
by several cousins and a host of 
friends.

Funeral services were held 
at 3:30 on Sunday, October 6th 
in the Chapel of Yancey Funeral 
Services.  Rev. Royce Ball of-
ficiated.  Burial followed in the 
Holcombe Cemetery.  Pallbear-
ers were his grandsons:  Colby, 
Dalton, Ashton and Bryson 
Hoilman.  

To send online condolences, 
please visit our website at www.
yanceyfuneralservice.com. 

 

Anne Estep 
Adkins Rice

Anne Estep Adkins Rice, 
age 89, passed away on Octo-
ber 2, 2024 at Yancey House 
Assisted Living in Burnsville.  
Born December 16th, 1934 in 
the Bald Mountain Community 
of Yancey County, she was the 
first-born child of the late Carl 
and Harriet Estep.  She was 
also preceded in death by her 
husband of 34 years, Darius 
Adkins, who passed away in 
1987, as well as five sisters: 
Christine Swann, Lillie Frost, 
Patricia Haney, June Hunter 
and Grace Abbot; and brother, 
Bobby Estep.

Anne was the oldest of the 
eight children and would later 
say she helped raise her younger 
siblings and felt great responsi-
bility for them. She married her 
classmate of 12 years, Darius 
Adkins, in February 1954 dur-
ing their senior year at Bee Log 
High School.  The young couple 
feared Darius would be drafted 
into the Army right after gradu-
ation and wanted to spend those 
few months together.  Upon be-
ing drafted, Anne accompanied 
Darius to various posts when al-
lowed.  During other times, she 
lived with her in-laws, Reuben 
and Fola Adkins, and sister-in-
law, Nell Adkins (Johnson) in 
the Ramseytown Community 
of Yancey County and started 
a long career at Glen Raven 
Mills.  Anne was eager to have 
a home of her own with Darius 
and eventually they built a home 
on the banks of the Cane River.  
They were anxious to start a 
family but, after ten childless 
years, it was Anne who sug-
gested they look into adoption.  
In July 1964, they welcomed a 
son, Joseph Darius (Joey), and 
then a daughter, Ann Nicole 
(Nikki) in 1966.

Anne and Darius raised 
their children in the love and 
teaching of the Lord and were 
active in their local church, 
Millers Chapel.  Anne became 
a fulltime mother, homemaker, 
and Sunday School Teacher, 
then returned to Glen Raven 
in 1978, later retiring in 1995 
as the first female cloth room 
supervisor.   

Anne enjoyed working 
and U.S. travel, and became a 
grandmother during those wid-
owed years to her dearly loved 

grandsons, Joseph and Lance 
Adkins, with whom she looked 
forward to summer visits.  Anne 
met and married Arnold Rice in 
1994 and left Yancey County, 
moving to Weaverville.  In 
their retirement, they enjoyed 
gardening, travel, and a new 
granddaughter, Anna, in 1997.  
Anne would later welcome two 
additional grandchildren, Kyle 
and Kaylee Adkins of Georgia.

Family and friends who 
knew and loved Anne would 
describe her as a determined, 
strong-willed, independent 
woman who would stop at noth-
ing to care for those she loved 
and for what she believed in.

Left to cherish Anne’s 
memory are her husband of 30 
years, Arnold; son, Joey Adkins 
and wife, Hiwot, of Doug-
lasville, Georgia; a daughter, 
Nikki McKinney and husband, 
Alan, of Green Mountain; a 
stepdaughter, Diane Beck of 
Weaverville; sister, Kate Wilson 
of Burnsville; brother, Charles 
Estep of Spartanburg, SC; five 
grandchildren: Joseph (Jessica) 
Adkins, Lance (Jessica) Ad-
kins of Dallas, Georgia, Anna 
McKinney Smith (Cade) of 
Greenville, TN, and Kyle and 
Kaylee Adkins of Douglasville, 
Georgia; great-grandchildren: 
Jessa and Jett Adkins, Noah 
Adkins, and Gracie, Kenzie and 
Leeland Walker, all of Dallas, 
Georgia.  Numerous nieces, 
nephews and other extended 
family also survive.

Due to the circumstances 
of hurricane Helene, funeral 
services will be held at a later 
date and will be announced.  

The family would like to 
extend a special thank you to 
the employees of Yancey House 
who lovingly cared for Anne 
for 18 months.  Their expertise 
and kindness made Anne’s last 
months enjoyable and meaning-
ful.  Memorial contributions 
can be made to the Alzheimer’s 
Association Western Carolina 
Chapter, 4600 Park Road, Suite 
250, Charlotte, NC 28209.  To 
send online condolences, please 
visit our website at www.yanc-
eyfuneralservice.com.   

Morris Hylemon
Morris Hylemon, age 68, 

of Burnsville, passed peacefully 
in Hospice care at Greenville 
Memorial Hospital on Saturday, 
October 5th, 2024.  A native of 
Yancey County, he was a son 
of the late Tommy and Louise 
Bodford Hylemon.  

Morris was a horticulturist 
who worked with numerous 
PhD’s in his field for many 
years, and retired from the N.C. 
Experimental Station in Mills 
River, NC.  He was always a 
supporter and contributor to the 
National Wildlife Foundation 
and the Humane Society.  He 
loved the outdoors, especially 
camping.  Morris was known 
as a fiercely independent person 
but, at the same time, always 
had a deep concern for others.

Surviving him is his only 
brother, L. Van Hylemon, from 
Florida; as well as dear, close 
friends, Danny and Sharon 
McIntosh, of Burnsville.

No services are planned at 
this time. 

A heartfelt thank you goes 
out to the Yancey County Com-
munity paramedics, EMS, Yanc-
ey County Health Department, 
especially Victoria Robinson 
and staff for the wonderful care 
given to Morris. 

To send online condolences, 
please visit our website at www.
yanceyfuneralservice.com.  

In partnership with Ingles 
Markets the American Red 
Cross is setting up three ad-
ditional fixed feeding sites in 
Western North Carolina.   These 
sites will begin operation today 
(10/6/2024) and will operate 
daily through October 10, 2024 
at the days and times listed 
below:   

Burnsville Ingles, 400 E  
US 19E  Highway, Burnsville 
NC 28714.   Weaverville Ingles, 
140 Weaver Blvd, Weaverville, 
NC 28787.   Marion Ingles, 
625 W Henderson St., Marion 
NC 28752.  

Sunday, Oct. 6 @1:00 p.m. 
/ Monday, Oct. 7 @12:30 p.m. 
/ Tuesday, Oct. 8 @12:30 p.m. 
/ Wednesday, Oct. 9 @12:30 
pm. / Thursday, Oct. 10 @12:30 
p.m.

The Red Cross also main-
tains a feeding site in partner-
ship with Walmart at 200 Wa-
tauga Village Dr,  Boone,  NC  
28607 This site is in operation 
from noon-2:00 p.m. and from 
5:00 p.m.-7:00 p.m. Sunday, 
Monday and Tuesday (10/6/24-
10/8/24) for drive through meals 
and water.   There is also a 
laundry trailer, shower trailer 
and field pharmacy available at 
this location. 

  These fixed feeding sites 
are in addition to mobile feed-
ing the Red Cross has been 
conducting in impacted areas 

since remnants of Hurricane
Helene made landfall flood-
ing large sections of Western 
North Carolina. In North and
South Carolina, the Red Cross 
is working with multi-agency 
taskforces to coordinate feeding
efforts and ensure communities 
get the help they need.   

Meals have also been pro-
vided daily for our 27 Red Cross
and partner managed shelters in 
North and South Carolina.     

Many areas remain inac-
cessible. If you need assis-
tance, please consider coming
to a shelter. We know con-
nectivity is difficult, but if 
you can, first download the
Red Cross Emergency app to 
find service locations or visit 
redcross.org/helene. You can 
also find shelters by following
your local Red Cross and local 
emergency officials on social
media, or by monitoring local 
news.  If you’re unable to ac-
cess the information you need, 
call 1-800-RED CROSS (800-
733-2767).  

If you're searching for a 
loved one affected by the storm, 
please complete the form at  
redcross.org/helene  for the
state where they live. Provide 
as much detail as you can. We
realize this is an incredibly
emotional time and Red Cross 
reunification teams are working 
as quickly as possible to help 
families reconnect.  

The Red Cross has disaster
mental health workers available 
at many locations. If you or a 
loved one needs help, reach out 
through the Disaster Distress
Helpline for free 24/7 multi-
lingual support by calling or 
texting 1-800-985-5990.  

People affected by Hur-
ricane Helene need urgent help 
now, and we can’t do this alone. 
You can help by making a
financial donation by visiting  
redcross.org,  calling 1-800-
RED CROSS (800-733-2767)
or texting the word HELENE
to 90999.  Financial donations
for Hurricane Helene enable
the Red Cross to prepare for, 
respond to and help people re-
cover from this disaster.  

If you would like to vol-
unteer with the Red Cross, 
visit  redcross.org/volunteer  to 
learn more about volunteer op-
portunities.  

Helene has led to the can-
cellation of blood drives across 
Western North Carolina, caus-
ing nearly 2,000 blood dona-
tions  to go uncollected. Those 
outside the affected areas are 
encouraged to schedule a blood 
donation appointment now by
visiting  RedCrossBlood.org  or 
using the  Blood Donor App  to 
help restock the shelves.

Important Information for 
People Enrolled in the Special 
Supplemental Nutrition Pro-
gram for Women, Infants and 
Children (WIC) Impacted by 
Hurricane Helene

There is widespread dam-
age and devastation following 
Hurricane Helene, and many 
participants of the Special Sup-
plemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children 
(WIC) are impacted. There are 
more than 250,000 people par-
ticipating in the WIC program 
statewide. WIC provides access 
to healthy food, breastfeeding 
support, nutrition education 
and referrals for health care and 
community services.

Families participating in 
WIC who may have relocated 
to a new area can go to any 
NC WIC agency to have a new 
eWIC card issued, or to request 
replacement of breastfeeding 
supplies, breast pumps  and 
food purchased with current 
WIC benefits and lost due to 
Hurricane Helene. A list of 
WIC agency closures related 
to Hurricane Helene can be 
found on the NC WIC landing 
page under Special Weather An-

American Red Cross Establishing 
Fixed Feeding Sites in Western NC

Information for People Enrolled in the 
Supplemental Nutrition Program for 
Women, Infants and Children (WIC) 

nouncement.
To Replace Your WIC 

Card: 
If your WIC card is lost, 

stolen or damaged, call eWIC 
Customer Service at 1-844-
230-0813. WIC cards will be 
replaced by regular mail. You 
should receive your replacement 
card in five to seven days.  

Or visit any local WIC 
clinic to have your WIC card 
replaced.  

To Check Your WIC Ben-
efit Balance, Purchase History, 
and Account Information: 

Call eWIC Customer Ser-
vice toll-free 24/7 at: 1-844-230-
0813 OR Check your account at 
www.ebtEDGE.com OR  Use 
the FIS ebtEDGE App     

To Transfer WIC Benefits 
from Another State to NC: 

If your family was par-
ticipating in WIC outside of 
NC and has relocated to NC as 
a result of Hurricane Helene, 
please visit any NC WIC agency 
to transfer benefits through a 
Verification of Certification.

Other things you can do at 
www.ebtEDGE.com or on the 
ebtEDGE App: 

Mt. Pleasant 
Baptist Church 
Food Pantry

Mt. Pleasant Baptist Church 
will have their food pantry open 
Oct. 18, Nov. 1, from 10 a.m. 
until 1 p.m. This will be op-
erating as a drive thru service. 
Please call 1-828-536-0130 
when you arrive at the church 
to check in and let them know 
that you are there. Someone 
will bring the food to your car. 
This service is for anyone who 
is in need of food. Mt. Pleasant 
Baptist Church is located at 151 
Scronce Creek Road, just off 
Highway 19 E in Burnsville. 

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs 

volunteers Call the Senior Center 
at 682-6011.
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Call an experienced acreage specialist. There is a great
deal of information you need to know. I have been working

with mountain land, farms, retreat properties and larger tracts
since 1985, from 5 to 5,000 acres.

Hundreds of properties SOLD.I also work as a consultant with
landowners and land buyers and prepare management plans.

If it’s land, I can help you. Call me this week! 

Robert Towe, Acreage Specialist since 1985
Degrees in Biology and Forestry
Mountain Acreage of WNC, Inc.

828.253.7055 
mountainacreageavl@gmail.com

Buying Or Selling Land ? 

Author of "Roaming Around Yancey" column

WHITSON ELECTRIC 
Data Cabling and Testing

Serving the tri county since 1983”
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777
828-765-9700       877-WHITSON

whitsonelectric@bellsouth.net
Michelle Boon e Manager

LEGAL NOTICE
LEGAL NOTICE

STATE OF 
NORTH CAROLINA
YANCEY COUNTY

GENERAL COURT OF 
JUSTICE

FILE NO. 24E208
IN THE MATTER OF: 
ESTATE OF THOMAS 

MICHAEL BOONE 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

Billy Ray Edge, having 
qualified as Administrator of the 
Estate of THOMAS MICHAEL 
BOONE, deceased, late of 
Yancey County, North Caro-
lina, notifies all persons having 
claims against said Estate to 
present them to: Billy Ray Edge, 
Administrator, c/o Brian A. Bu-
chanan, Attorney, Grimes Teich 
Anderson, LLP, 535 College 
Street, Asheville, NC 28801, on 
or before December 18, 2024, or 
this Notice will be pleaded in 
bar of any recovery. All persons 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

September 18, 2024.
s/Brian A. Buchanan, At-

torney for Billy Ray Edge,
Administrator of the Estate 

of Thomas Michael Boone
Published September  18, 

25, October 2, 9, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice to Creditors
Having qualified as Ancil-

lary Administrator of the Estate 
of Judene B. Giambrone a/k/a 
Judene Giambrone of Orange 
County, New York, in Yancey 
County, North Carolina Clerk 
Of Court File # 24 E 230, this 
is to notify all persons, firms 
and corporations having claims 
against the decedent to present 
them to the undersigned on or 
before the 18 day of December 
2024, or this Notice will be 
pleaded in bar of recovery. All 
persons, firms and corporations 
indebted to said Estate please 
make immediate payment to the 
undersigned.

This the 18 day of Septem-
ber, 2024.

Todd R. Giambrone, Ancil-
lary Administrator

c/o Martin Law Firm, P.A.
Attn.: Mark C. Martin
633 Merrimon Avenue, 

Suite D
Asheville, NC 28804
Published September 18, 

25, October 2,9, 2024

LEGAL NOTICE
THE GREAT STATE OF 

NORTH CAROLINA
IN THE COUNTY OF 

YANCEY
IN THE GENERAL COURT 

OF JUSTICE
SUPERIOR COURT 

DIVISION, BEFORE THE 
CLERK
24 E 232

In the Matter of the Estate of
GERALD HONEYCUTT, 

Deceased
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

HAVING QUALIFIED 
as Executor of the Estate of 
GERALD HONEYCUTT, de-
ceased, of YANCEY COUNTY, 
NC, this is to notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having 
claims against the estate of said 
decedent to present them to the 
undersigned on or before 10TH 
day of January 2025, or this no-
tice will be pled in bar of their 
recovery.  All persons indebted 
to the said estate please make 
immediate payment.

This the 2ND Day of Oc-
tober 2024

SYLVIA JOYCE 
HONEYCUTT, Executor 

2000 Shoal Creek Road 
Burnsville, NC 28714  
DONNY J. LAWS, Attorney

P. O. Box 397 
Burnsville, NC  28714

Published: October 2, 9, 
16, 23, 2024

FOR RENT
NEED TO RENT NEW 
or used furniture, appli-
ances, computers, TV, 
DVD/VCR? Call 766-
8775. Free delivery.
#1685/5-5un

FOR RENT: Spook-
tacular and taste-
fully furnished, new, 
1 bedroom, 1,500 sq. 
ft., with 6 large slid-
ing glass doors, Great 
views. Close to town, 
on West side. Tastefully 
furnished with all new 
appliances and gas 
fireplace. Kept immac-
ulately clean and fresh. 
Broadband and TV in-
cluded. West Burnsville 
with easy access to 26 
- 20 minutes to Weav-
erville, 45 to Asheville. 
$1,200 long or short 
lease 1-2 people only. 
No Steps. Come and 
have a look. Let’s talk, 
954-496-9000. Text or 
phone. 

 WANTED: 
WANTED: FREE 
CAMPER, If you need 
to get rid of a camper, 
or pontoon boat, from 
your yard, at the lake, 
or storage. Call Ricky 
at 828-442-2658. 

WANTED: PORCH 
SWING: Text or phone 
954-496-9000.

Yancey Times Journal 6    9       5    -     3     0    0 10-2-24

Weekly
    
               52 $25.00 in  $40 out

22 N. Main St. Burnsville, NC 28714

22 N. Main St Burnsville, NC 28714

Pat Randolph  88 White Fang Ln. Burnsville, NC 28714

Anna Webb 8217 Jacks Creek Rd. Green Mountain, NC 28740

Same

Yancey Journal Inc. 22 N. Main St. Burnsville, Nc 28714

Pat Randolph 88 White Fang Ln. Burnsville, NC 28714

Anna Webb 8217 Jacks Creek Rd Green Mountain, NC 28740

None

LEGAL NOTICE
ADMINISTRATOR'S

NOTICE
Having qualified as Admin-

istrator of the Estate of James 
R. Shuford of Yancey County, 
North Carolina, this is to notify 
all persons and corporations 
having claims against the Estate 
of said deceased  to present them 
to the undersigned on or before 
the 3rd day of January, 2025 or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar 
of their recovery. All persons 
indebted to said estate please 
make immediate payment.

This the 2nd day of Octo-
ber, 2024.

Larry Shuford, Adminis-
trator

7282 Hwy 80, South
Burnsville, NC 28714
Charlie A. Hunt, Jr.
Attorney at Law
PO Box 509
Spruce Pine, NC 28777
Telephone: (828) 765-

2062
Published October 9, 16, 

23, 30, 2024

Need a Broom?
Since 1950, the Burnsville 

Lions Club has been selling their 
trademark brooms as a fund-
raiser to provide vision care to 
needy persons in Yancey Coun-
ty. While we no longer go door 
to door selling our brooms, we 
have placed our “broom boxes” 
in a variety of places throughout 
the county. Following is a list 
of businesses where you may 
locate our “broom boxes” and 
purchase a broom. Buchanan 
& Young (713 E. Main), Jill's 
Hairport (212 W. Main), Phil's 
Tire Service (617 E. Main), 
Sue's Beauty Shop (511 W. 
Main), Fox Country Store (680 
W. Main), Troy's Greenhouse 
(30 Cherry Ln), Shear Perfec-
tion Salon (117 Westover St.), 
and Yancey Graphics (607 W. 
Hwy 19E).

We appreciate your contin-
ued support of this long standing 
project.

Volunteers needed
Meals on Wheels needs 

volunteers 682-6011.

Times Journal Deadline
Noon on Friday Located 

at 22 North Main Street. Phone 
828-682-2120.
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JIM HUGHES & ASOC.

LAND
SURVEYING
(828) 682-3404

405 East Main St. brick house 
Next to Aldrige Eye Assoc. ◆ 

PO BOX 1452
BURNSVILLE, NC 28714

JIM HUGHES, P.L.S.

ALAN WRIGHT
BACKHOE SERVICE

Septic Tank & Reservoir
Installation

Any type of backhoe work
or hauling

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Call 682-6751
Pensacola Rd.

Burnsville

MARC BUCHANAN
GRADING & TRUCKING
1348 Three Quarter Creek Rd., Burnsville

Backhoe • Dozer • Trackhoe
      Dump Truck 

(828) 682-2487

“Quality 
Service for 

over 
20 Years!”

Green Mountain Grading
Grading • Land Clearing • Roads • Septic Tanks

Gravel Hauling

Shannon Deyton
Cell: (828) 284-2121

            Burnsville, NC

Free Estimates

McKinney Grading
Road Grading • House Sites

Septic Systems
• Gravel & Much More!

Backhoe, Trackhoe, 
Dozer & Dump Truck

Allan McKinney

(828) 208-7405, cell

P.O. Box 1072, Peterson Branch Road
Burnsville, NC 28714

Save Energy With 
Solar Electric 

Solar Water Heating 
Battery Back Up Systems 
30% Fed. Income Tax Credit 
Call For Free Estimate 

866-704-1187

Bennett’s 
Mini Trackhoe

and 
Small Dozer
“Don’t pay big 

     for small jobs!”

(828) 208-4631

Whitson Replacement
Windows

828-208-7465
Family Owned 
for 40 years

FREE 
ESTIMATES
“We will beat

anyone’s prices!”
Adrian Whitson

     Heating / Cooling / Controls
31 Cross Street, Spruce Pine, NC 28777

Trane    828-765-7659    Rheem
superiorhvac@bellsouth.net

Superior Installation Inc.

Heritage Lumber
Burnsville By-Pass East, Burnsville

682-3033

Burleson Plumbing
& Heating

Spruce Pine          765-4042

Glen Raven 
Custom Fabrics

East Main Street, Burnsville

Green Mountain
Grading

Burnsville          828-284-2121

Yancey Graphics
Printing

Burnsville          828-6620

Isaac R. Bailey, Area Rep.
Sales & Service

Formerly Electrolux
New & Used Vacuum Cleaners

Genuine Parts
Repairs - Supplies

Phone: 828-682-2834
Cell: 828-273-3410

CLEAR CUT
TREE

All types 
of Tree 
Work

Views
Trimming
Topping
Chipping

Free 
Estimates

“We will beat 
any other 

estimate!”

Fully 
Insured

SERVICE

Need a New
Shingle Roof?

828-284-3364

Local
References

Tom Allen

-SERVICES
P R O F E S S I O N A L 
FLOOR SANDING and 
refinishing. Estimates. 
Work guaranteed. Call 
Tim Peterson at 675-
9664 or 284-0839.
Pd12-27-23un

HUSKINS CLEANING 
SERVICE: commercial 
cleaning, foreclosure, 
construction cleanup, 
smoke damage. Bond-
ed & insured. 682-
3331.
Pd12-27-23un

MAY COALITION
Simple… Business 
Loans
(828)765-8880un

HOPSON MASONRY: 
Concrete pouring & 
finishing rock, block & 
brick laying. Fireplaces 
- sidewalks - driveways 
- foundations - retaining 
walls. 35 years experi-
ence. Cotton Hopson 
(828)675-5455, Matt 
Hopson (828)675-
0724.
Pd12-12un

LUBE-N-SUDZ: Oil 
changes, brake ser-
vice, hand car washes 
& vacuuming. Free in-
town pick-up and deliv-
ery. 628 Pine Swamp 
Road, Burnsville. 678-
9611.
Pd2-16un

FOX BROTHERS PAV-
ING & TRUCKING – 
Locally owned and op-
erated. Paving, mulch, 
dirt, hauling, gravel, 
trucking. 50 years ex-
perience. Max Fox II 
828-284-4069, and 
Shane Johnson 828-
284-4756. 
#2540/pd2-24-10un

FENCING – Split rail 
Locust, barbed wire, 
woven wire, privacy or 
others. 20 years expe-
rience. Free estimate. 
Call 284-1232.

WATSON PAINTING - 
Affordable quality resi-
dential painting service. 
Deck staining & sealing, 
log homes siding, pres-
sure washing. When 
neatness counts. Ref-
erences. Insured. Call 
cell 284-5676.

YANCEY GRAPHICS - 
For all your quick copy, 
full color copy, fax, lami-
nating, binding, graphic 
design and commer-
cial printing needs, 
call Yancey Graphics 
at 828-682-6620. M-F 
8:30-4:30, across from 
TD Bank. Here for you 
since 1973.
1-18un 

RAY’S TREE SERVICE 
– Certified Arborist, in-
sured, hazardous tree 
removal, view clearing, 
round-overs, bucket 
truck service, Hemlock 
Wooly Adelgid treat-
ment, pressure wash-
ing, landscape design 
& installation, gutter 
cleaning. Stump grind-
ing. Free estimates. 
828-467-1113.
Pd3-9un

PRESSURE WASH-
ING 828-467-6398.
pd4-24

HOUSE’S ELECTRIC - 
Commercial. Residen-
tial. Licensed on bur-
glar alarms & cameras. 
Dealer and service tech 
on Generac stand by 
units L.P Gas. All types 
of electrical services. 
Licensed & insured. 
Keith House, cell 208-
0184.
#3160/12-25-23un

WHITE FALLS CA-
TERING: Amelia Hoil-
man 828-682-6768 
(home) or 828-208-
0044 cell white.falls@
yahoo.com. Weddings, 
reunions, parties, anni-
versaries, special occa-
sions, business events. 
Call for consultation & 
prices.
#7631/9-9un

WILSON HOME IM-
PROVEMENTS: bath-
room remodeling, cus-
tom showers, handicap 
showers, tile laying, 
decks, deck repairing, 
handicap ramps and 
pressure washing. Free 
estimate. Call anytime, 
828-682-1496, 828-
284-8256. 
pd7-31

WILL DO HANDYMAN 
WORK: Fall cleanup, 
leaf removal, land clear-
ing and mowing, weed-
eating, cleaning gutters, 
trash and debris remov-
al, clearing away clutter 
around the house, tree 
trimming, woodcutting, 
splitting and stacking. 
Handyman work of all 
kinds, anything you 
need done.  Call  cell: 
828-284-3563 or 828-
242-3861 or home: 
675-3062. 
pd10-9

CASTAWAY TRASH, 
Roll-off dumpster rent-
al. Junk removal and 
clean-out service. 828-
678-5198 or 828-284-
1544. www.castaway-
trash.com.
pd9-18

EAST YANCEY CON-
STRUCTION LLC 
Roofing, drywall, decks, 
siding and paint, re-
modeling and more, in-
sured. Eastyanceycon-
struction@gmail.com, 
828-448-1404. 
pd11-27

JOHNSON’S SEAL-
ING extend the life of 
your driveway and pro-
tect your investment. 
Confidence you can 
trust! Driveways, park-
ing lots and more. Lo-
cally owned and oper-
ated. Bailey Johnson 
828-284-8685.
pd9-25

BUILDING - REMOD-
ELING: We do remod-
eling and building, 
decks, flooring, siding, 
windows, doors, pres-
sure washing, interior 
and exterior painting. 
Anything you need 
done. Excellent refer-
ences available. 828-
208-7485 or 828-284-
8975.

FOR SALE
WNC AUTO PARTS, 
LLC, specializing in 
Toyota Trucks, 4Run-
ners, and parts for both, 
years 79-02. Will buy 
and pick up the same 
if you have available. 
Contact Jimmy at 828-
231-5715. 
#7639/11-24-10un

FOR SALE: John 
Deere 690A Trackhoe, 
runs good, 10K, 772-
285-8060.
pd10-16

REAL 
ESTATE

FOR SALE: Commer-
cial building 2,500 sq. 
ft. Heat, AC, bathroom. 
Corner of 197 North 
and Green Mountain 
Road. $265K, (possible 
owner financing), 386-
775-7355.
pd9-25un

FOR SALE: Church 
pews, benches, and 
pulpit, from 1 - 20, 
make any offer. 386-
775-7355.

Times Journal Deadline
Noon on Friday for Wednes-

day’s publication. Located at 22 
North Main Street. Phone 828-
682-2120.

Wilson’s Grading & 
Landscape Service

828-284-2294

Land Clearing   Trackhoe
Roadside Mowing

Bushhog  Clean-up
Roads     Grading

Trackhoe & Skid Steer

DOYLE WILSON
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Tropical Storm Helene
While putting together last week’s and this week’s issue, the ladies here at the newspaper were 

discussing on how the photos don’t REALLY show the destruction. In looking through the aerial 
footage, videos and photos – you just don’t get the shear magnitude of what this storm did. Many 
citizens without access out from their residences will bring loss of income. Total loss of homes 
in which many insurance policies will not cover. Totally destroyed or damaged businesses brings 
loss of income and jobs. Farmland is covered in mud or full of scattered debris. Farmland has 
been totally removed from the landscape, turned into rockbeds. The wind damage is widespread. 
Homes/businesses have received wind damage. Everywhere you travel throughout the county, you 
will find fallen trees or toothpick-structures left in the woods where treetops were twisted off and 
dropped to the ground.

Big Creek Community - photos by Chris Johnson


