
Salute to the
Live your life each day

as you would climb a mountain.

An occasional glance 

towards the summit

keeps the goal in mind,

but many beautiful scenes

are to be observed

from each new vantage point.
~ Harold B Melchart
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Bryce Miller 
Juana Chavez 
London Neill
Taylor Crowder
Ty Holtzclaw
McKenzie Harrison
Morgain Harrison
Misty Romero

Ryan David Argent 
Erik Giovianni Fernandez
Evan Reece McMahan 
Drew Natalie Smoker 
Justus Kade Shelton 
John Stephen Moncrief 
Joseph Bryson Wilson
Kyleigh Leandra Dulaney
Callin James Randolph 
Cabel Jarrett 
Aden Keating Laws 
Samantha Nicole Houchard
Lacee Rose Thomason 
Natalie Christine Calkins
Bryce Damen Poore-Miller
Turner Cole Shehan 
Hannah Grace Ray
Levi Max Higgins

Ryan Argent*
Kyleigh Dulaney*
Erik Fernandez* 
Bryce Miller* 
John Moncrief* 
Callin Randolph* 
Drew Smoker* 
Cabel Jarrett*
Emma Benfi eld 
Lacee Thomason* 
Joseph Wilson*
Justus Shelton* 
Evan McMahan* 
Abigail Hudgins 

Marshals
Samuel Brooks Murphy 
Camryn Sloane Garrett
Logan Banner Higgins 
Peyton Dwayne Shelton 
Ashley Nicole Wahlers 
Lindsey Ann Sullivan 
Clinton Gardner Marlow 
Andrea Nicole Wiseman 
Payton Ramsey Allen 
Morgan Harley Atkins 
Kasey Danielle Johnson 
Charles Adam Cannon 
Emily Jane Carver 
Abigail Lee Gouge 
Mason Tyler Poore-Miller 
Hannah Leeann Rathbone 
Ashley Matea Tweed 

Erin Elise Deyton
Aaron Jacob Neighbors
Joseph Benjamin Tomcho
Kelley Jessica Allison
Sage Miller Austin
Paige Elizabeth Fortner
Gavin Mac Fox
Skye Melanie Mae Hull
Kennedy Taylor Huskins
Skyah James Rule

Honor graduates 2020
Levi Higgins 
Samantha Houchard* 
Issac Deyton
Audrey Laws 
Hannah Ray*
Turner Shehan*
Natalie Calkins*
Aden Laws* 
London Neill 
Ciciali Tercero Valencia 
Kaitlyn Moore
Kyler Glover 
Courtney Rhodes, 
Ted Smith

North Carolina Scholars

National Technical 
Honor Society

Ashlyn Robinson
Courtney Hudgins
Brian Guitierrez
Kyler Glover
Emily Holcomb 
Levi Higgins
John Hensley.

Maria Escobar-Gonzalez 
Mattie Jeans
McKenzie Harrison 
John Hensley 
Kaitlyn Harding 
Dawson Letterman 
Michael Riddle 
Morgan Harrison 
Alexandria Briggs 
Juana Chavez Garcia 
Nathaniel Ledford 
Yaquelin Gonzalez 
Liam Henson
Emma McCoy

* denotes academic letter

Alyssa Madelyn Taylor
Elijah Peyton Cassida
Daniel Grayson Fender
Autumn Brooke Hensley
Macy Cheyenne Robinson
Gabriel Aidan Silvers
Gabriel Paten Boone
John Claude Charlton
Richard Zachariah Deyton
Autumn Brook Silver

Ushers

Honor students, NC Scholars, National Technical 
Honor students, Marshals and Ushers are listed in 
order of class ranking by grade point average
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Town of Burnsville
Town Council Members: 

Bunnie McIntosh, Judy Buchanan, 
Russell Fox, Isaac McCurry

Mayor Theresa Coletta

Town of Burnsville staff & Employees

Congratulations Graduates!

~ Eleanor Roosevelt

Congratulations
Class of 2020!

682-6911
357 E US Hwy 
19E Bypass,

Burnsville, NC

“Sending you a day 
full of sunshine, a 

                         ~ Judith Wibberley

Landon Frank Allen Ryan David Argent Jocelyn Nicole Autrey

Eli Samuel Ball Kyle Brady Ball Willken Yasir Banegas

Harley Danielle Bennett

Timothy Walker Blevins Caitlin Jordan Boone

Kelly Ann Brady Jacob Thomas Branche

“Accept responsibility for your life. 
Know that it is you who will get you 
where you want to go, no one else.”
            ~ Les Brown
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Yancey County Government
Yancey County Board of Commissioners: Chairman Jeff Whitson,

Jill Austin, Johnny Riddle, Mark Ledford, David Grindstaff
County Manager

Lynn Austin

Success is the ability 
to go from one failure 
to another with no 
loss of enthusiasm.
                        -  Winston Churchill

We are proud of you graduates! 
A world of opportunity awaits 

and we know you will accomplish 
great things in all your future endeavours!

Alexandria Ann Marie
Briggs Lyndsie Brinkley Dennis Blake Buchanan

Laura Elizabeth Burkhalter Aubrey Faith Byrd Natalie Christine Calkins

Nevaeh Shanelle Campbell Carl Adam Carpenter

Olivia Grace Chandler

Ethan Storm Chavis Bryson Harley Cooper

“You can’t change what happened 
last week, but you can learn from it, 
and choose happiness this week.”
                    ~ Anton K. Kressnig

Juana Yadira
Chavez Garcia

“Take pride in how far you’ve come. 
Have faith in how far you can go. 
But don’t forget to enjoy the journey.”
                                 —Michael Josephson

Congratulations to 

ZACHARIAH 
ANDREW MALAS

graduate of
Carolina Day School

We are proud of all 
of your accomplishments... 
your journey has just begun. 
Dream big and we will support
you as you begin the next stage in 
your life! We love you!
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For Information or Service:
9449 State Highway 197 South

Burnsville, NC 28714

Yancey County: (828) 682-4074

Other Service Area: 1-800-722-4074

www.ccnv.com

Congratulations
Class of 2020!

12451 S. 226 Hwy. Spruce Pine, NC 28777
828-766-7502

Store Hours: Monday - Wednesday 8:30am-5:30pm, 
Thursday - Friday 8:30am-8pm, 

Saturday 8:30am-5:30pm

Congratulations Class of 2020! 
You’ve worked 

hard and now the 
future is yours. 
Approach each 

new day and each 
new challenge 
with an open 

mind, and never 
stop learning 

from your 
experiences.

Special congratulations

ASHLYN CAROLINE 
ROBINSON

Special congratulations

BLAKE DAWSON
DAHLBERG

Congratulations
Class of 2020

Jenny Ann Crain Jordan McDonald Creech Taylor Michelle Crowder

Thomas Cruz Blake Dawson Dahlberg

Samuel David Daniels Isaac Lee Deyton

Patrick Thomas Dixon

Rebecca Nicole Dixon
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BEST WISHES,

GRADUATES!

Graduates, you’ve made us proud. 

accomplishment. Your hard work, 
motivation and intelligence 

will continue to serve you well 
as you pursue the future of 

your dreams. May you achieve 
all of your life’s ambitions.

Downtown 
Burnsville 
828.682.0120

Hours: Mon-Sat  
7 a.m. - 8 p.m.

“We are very proud of all 
members of the Class of 2020!”

Special Congratulations to

NICK RASH
Mars Hill University

Special Congratulations to

LACIE HOILMAN
Mitchell High School

Special Congratulations to

ADEN LAWS
Mtn. Heritage High School

Special Congratulations to

ISAAC DEYTON
Mtn. Heritage High School

Kyleigh Leandra Dulaney Ambria Grace Edwards
Maria Arelia 

Escobar-Gonzalez

Erik Giovanni Fernandez Joshua Bradley Forbes Morgan Luke Forbes

Price Benjamin Fortner Andrew Michael Franks Anna Elizabeth Friedlander

Cole Douglas Garland

Breanna Noel Glover

Alexis Marie Gibbs

Kyler Christopher Glover
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To our children we give two things.

One is Roots
The other is Wings!

Congratulations Class of 2020!
Special congratulations to 

Michael Ashton Bailey Johnson!

We love you, are proud of you, and look forward 
to watching you excel in your future endeavours!

~ Love, Mom, Dad, Nan, Paw, Max II, Crystal, Brinley, and Brystal

Bud's Auto Parts
All of your parts needs for 
foreign and domestic cars!

East Main Street, Burnsville  
682-2818

Congratulations on a 
job well done, graduates. 

You should be very proud of those 
diplomas -- you earned them with 
your diligence and hard work. You 

have also earned the respect and 
admiration of your families and your 

community. Good luck to you all!

Congratulations 
Class of 2020!

Yaquelin Garcia Gonzalez Sierra Brook Gouge Brian Gutierrez

“When I stand before God at the end of my 
life, I would hope that I would not have a 
single bit of talent left, and could say... 
I used everything you gave me.”
                                                     ~ Erma Bombeck
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Class of 2020! 
Make your dreams happen 
by working  on them and 
believing in yourself. 
We believe you 
have great potential!

Special congratulations to 
Sydney Lena

Huskins

An investment in knowledge always pays 
the best interest. Keep up the good work.

Jim Hughes & Assoc. PA
405 East Main Street, Burnsville

828-682-3404

Class of 2020

Covey Rock 
Free Will Baptist Church

Green Mountain, N.C.

“But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship 
one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth 
us from all sin”                                                                1 John 1:7 KJV

Special Congratulations 

BLAKE DAWSON
DAHLBERG
graduate of

Mtn. Heritage High School

Special Congratulations 

ASHLYN CAROLINE
ROBINSON
graduate of

Mtn. Heritage High School

Special Congratulations 

ALEXIS CAROLINE
VANCE

graduate of
Mtn. Heritage High School

Kaitlyn Grace Harding McKenzie Leigh Harrison Morgan Ashley Harrison

Eric Jonathan Hensley John Landon Hensley Savannah Faith Hensley

What you think, you become. What you feel, you 
attract. What you imagine, you create.        ~ BUDDAH
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Angel & Hughes
Insurance

615 West Bypass, Fox Shopping Center, Burnsville, NC 28714

We salute you graduates for a job well done. You’ve 
really worked hard for your diplomas, and we know you 

have many more accomplishments ahead of you. 
We wish you all... good luck and much happiness!

Special Congratulations 
to

KAITLYN SILVERS

Buchanan & Young

“Having a vision is not enough. It 
must be combined with imagination, 

determination, faith, hope and 
passion. It is not enough to just stare 
up at the stars... we must become the 
stars that the stars shine down on.” 

                                             ~ Victoria June

to the Class of 2018

828-682-2194
East Main Street, Burnsville, N.C. 28714

www.buchananyoung.com

Liam Grant Henson Andrea Margarita Hernandez Levi Max Higgins

Alexis Cheyenne Hoilman Emily Brooke Holcomb Ty Lee Holtsclaw

Nicole Paige Honeycutt Xann Benjamin Hopson

Samantha Nicole Houchard Nickolas Isaiah Houser

Carter Evan Howard Travis Lee Howell
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Yancey 
Baptist 

Association

Congratulations to the
Class of 2020!

 Please pray for these students as they 
continue on their life’s journey.

Special congratulations to

JOSHUA B.
FORBES

Special congratulations to

REAGAN 
HOUCHARD

Special congratulations to

PRICE B.
FORTNER

Special 
Congratulations 

to our 
2020 

Scholarship 
Recipients

“May He give you the desire of your heart 
and make all your plans succeed.”    Psalm 20:4

Abigail Lee Ann Hudgins Courtney Dawn Hudgins Curtis Hughes

Nathaniel Ray Hughes Mark Cameron Hunter Sydney Lena Huskins

Madgesta Lee Jackson

Cabel Jarrett

Mattie Kay Jeans
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Special congratulations

Blake Dahlberg
Special congratulations

Ashlyn Robinson

Country Store
828-536-5338
70 East US Hwy 19E
Burnsville, NC 28714

Monday - Saturday 
10:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
/ closed Sunday

828.678.9900  7 South Main Street, Burnsville, NC 28714

Your life is your story
and the adventure ahead of you

purpose and potential.
~ Kerry Washington

680 W US Hwy 19E Bypass, Burnsville, NC 28714

 Fax: (828) 682-7118

 “Trust in the Lord with all thine
 heart; and lean not unto thine own 

understanding. In all thy ways 
acknowledge him, 

and he shall direct thy paths.”  
              ~ Proverbs 3:5-6

Class
of
2020

Lucas Seth Jenkins Michael Ashton
Bailey Johnson

Trenton Isaac Johnson Caleb Gene King
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Burnsville, NC

- Foster C. McClellan

Special congratulations to

EVAN REECE
MCMAHAN

Congratulations 

2020 Graduates!

Special congratulations to

SIERRA BROOK
GOUGE

Special congratulations to

TY  LEE
HOLTSCLAW

“Trust yourself. Create the kind of self that you will be happy to live 
with all your life. Make the most of yourself by fanning the tiny, 
inner sparks of possibility into flames of achievement.” 

Special congratulations to

PATRICK THOMAS
DIXON

Special congratulations to

ANDREW MICHAEL
FRANKS

Special congratulations to

JOHN STEPHEN
MONCRIEF

Special congratulations to

TAYLOR MICHELLE 
CROWDER

Special congratulations to

BRYCE DAMEN
POORE MILLER

Special congratulations to

BREANNA NOEL
GLOVER

CONGRATULATIONS 
2020 GRADS!

Styles Automotive Supply
AUTO PARTS SALES REPAIR SHOP
305 W. Hwy 19E Bypass, Burnsville, NC

682-2740

"All our dreams come true... if we have the 
courage to pursue them."       ~ Walt Disney

Aden Keating Laws Audrey Eliza Laws Nathaniel Brent Ledford
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Burnsville, N.C.

~ Steve Maraboli

Live your truth. Express your love. 
Share your enthusiasm. 

Take action towards your dreams. 
Walk your talk. 

Dance and sing to your music. 
Embrace your blessings. 

Make today worth remembering.

Special congratulations to
Mtn. Heritage graduate

Price Fortner

Special congratulations to
Mars Hill University 

graduate
Morgan Foushee

Special congratulations to
Mtn. Heritage graduate

Gavin Oehlke

Special congratulations to
Mtn. Heritage graduate

Callin Randolph

Special congratulations to
Mtn. Heritage graduate

Jon Stanton

Special congratulations to
East Tennessee

State University graduate
Amber Hensley

Special congratulations to
Mtn. Heritage graduate

Cabel Jarrett

394 East Main Street, Burnsville, NC    828-678-3388

“Don’t judge each day 
by the harvest you reap, 

but by the seeds that you plant.”
                                                                                           ~ Robert Louis Stevenson

Special congratulations to

Alexis Caroline
Vance

Mtn. Heritage High School

Congratulations Class of 2020
Naheim Jairell Lee Dawson Isaiah Letterman

Dakota James Luckadoo Page Catherine Marks

Emma Rose McCoy-Hollrah Barry Tyler McKinney

Evan Reece McMahan Bryce Damen Poore Miller

Christopher Shawn Miller John Stephen Moncrief
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131 EAST MAIN STREET, BURNSVILLE, NC 28714

(828) 682-9158

Three things you cannot recover in life: 
the WORD after it’s said, 

the MOMENT after it’s missed, 
and the TIME after it’s gone.

Class of 2020!

Love what you have. 
Need what you want. 

Accept what you receive. 
Give what you can.

Tony John Montgomery II Isabelle Moore

Ian Zachary
Mitchell Morrison

London Riley Neill

Kaitlyn Michelle Moore

Skylar Rachelle Nicklaw

Class of 2020... the future is yours to conquer! Always give 100% and take pride in your accomplishments!

501 E Main Street, Burnsville, NC 28714  
828.682.2310

Graduates
Please stop by 

Holcombe Brothers 
and pick up a 

Free Graduation Gift!
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291 E U.S. Hwy 19E Bypass, Burnsville, NC 28714
(828) 682-9992

We are so proud of all our 2020 graduates! 
You are an outstanding group of young adults and 

we wish you all the best in the future. May your 
dreams come true and happiness light your path 

as you begin the next chapter in your lives.

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one 
can take it away from you.”             ~ B.B. King

Special congratulations

Alexis Caroline
Vance

www.aldridgeeye.com
828-682-2104

419 E. Main Street
Burnsville, NC 28714

Aldridge Eye Institute 
is very proud of the 

graduates in 
the Class of 2020. 

We wish you all the best for 
your future and challenge 

you with the words of 
Henry David Thoreau

Gavin Boyce Oehlke Ashley Onchi-Gonzalez

William Ray Penland Nathan Samuel Phillips

Lindsey Marie Pore James Michael Powell

Callin James Randolph

Courtney Christine Ray

“When you take risks, you learn that 
there will be times when you succeed 
and there will be times when you fail, 
and both are equally important.”
                                              ~ Ellen DeGeneres
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Consult not your 
fears but your hopes 

and your dreams. 
Think not about your 

frustrations, but 

potential. Concern 
yourself not with what 
you tried and failed in, 
but with what it is still 
possible for you to do.

 -- Pope John XXIII

Garden Deli

Town Square, Burnsville
682-3946

Snap Dragon
and the

Class of 2020!

Class of 2020

Westside 
Rental

550 E US Highway 19E, 
Burnsville

(828) 682-3030

“How far you go in life depends 
on your being tender with the 
young, compassionate with 
the aged, sympathetic with the 
striving and tolerant of the 
weak and the strong. Because 
someday in life you will have 
been all of these.”
                                 ~ George Washington Carver

Hannah Grace Ray Laken Reed Courtney Lynn Rhodes

Christopher Michael
James Richard

Jason Matthew Riddle Michael Lee Riddle

Thomas Spencer Rizzuto Ashlyn Caroline Robinson

Brooke Karalyn Robinson

Kylie Brooke Robinson

Emily Brooke Robinson

Zachary Robinson
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“Destiny is not a matter of chance, it is a matter of choice; it is not a 
thing to be waited for, it is a thing to be achieved.”       -- William Jennings Bryan

Special congratulations to these members of the MHHS graduating class!

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE CLASS OF 2020!

Jenny 
Ann Crain

West Main Street, 

Jill’s Hairport

Alexandria
Ann Marie Briggs

Samantha 
Nicole Houchard

Aden
Keating Laws

Nathaniel
Brent Ledford

Skylar
Rachelle Nicklaw

Bryce Damen
Poore Miller

Caleb
Gene King

Michael Ashton
Bailey Johnson

Landon
Frank Allen

Joseph
Bryson Wilson

Justus
Kade Shelton

Samantha
Nicole Sinclair

McKenzie
Leigh Harrison

Morgan
Ashley Harrison

London
Riley Neill

Emily
Brooke Holcomb

Zachary Robinson Hugo Roman-Ramirez

Misty Angelina 
Romero-Leyva Turner Cole Shehan

Justus Kade Shelton Savannah Hope Shepherd

Kaitlyn Marie Silvers Tamara Lee Silvers

Samantha Nicole Sinclair Ted Smith
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GWP, Inc.
828-682-9773 / 7222

MC-192113
INDUSTRIAL - AGRICULTURE

TRANSPORTATION SPECIALIST
P.O. Box 154

Burnsville, NC 28714-0154

With diploma in hand, there's no limit to what you 
can achieve! There's a bright future in store, and 

you've got what it takes to make good things 
happen. We wish you a lifetime of happiness!

Special Congratulations to

William Ray Penland

Heritage Lumber Co Inc.

Heritage Design Center
and

Ambition is the 
path to success, 
persistence is the 
vehicle you arrive in.
             ~ William Eardley

Congratulations to all 
our graduates. We are proud 

of your hard work and dedication. 
May your future hold 

much success and happiness.

YANCEY MEMORIALS

Class of 2020

Drew Natalie Smoker John Stanton Gabriel Christian Stump

lauren Raeanna Swann
Ciclali Gabriela

Tercero Valencia

Lacee Rose Thomason Michanda Paige Thomason

Alexis Caroline Vance

Jonathon Ryan Walker

Max Alexander Vincenz

Daniel Seth Westall
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Congratulations grads on all your 
accomplishments. We couldn't be more 

proud of you. May the coming years bring 

you continue to rise to new challenges. 

Believe in yourself and go 
after your  goals & dreams.

STEVE & ANGIE’S TIRES
57 Tire Shoppie Drive, Burnsville, NC 28714      682-7200

Quality New Tires for All Cars and Trucks.
Plus good used tires in all sizes. Lowest prices around.

We refuse to be undersold.  No hidden costs!

It’s Your Day C of 2020!
Ethan Wade Williams Joseph Bryson Wilson Zachariah Andrew Malas

graduate of
Carolina Day School

Matthew Bare
graduate of

North Carolina School of
Science and Mathematics

Karina Campos
graduate of

Mayland Early College
High School

Laura Velazquez Leco
graduate of

Mayland Early College
High School

“Do not let your fire go out, spark by irreplaceable spark 
in the hopeless swamps of the not-quite, the not-yet, and the not-at-all. 
Do not let the hero in your soul perish in lonely frustration 
for the life you deserved and have never been able to reach. 
The world you desire can be won. 

It exists.. it is real.. it is possible.. it’s yours.”           ~ Ayn Rand



Caitlin BooneTimothy Blevins Alexandria Briggs Carl Carpenter Ethan Chavis Samuel Daniels

Liam HensonKaitlyn Harding Alexis Hoilman Carter Howard Cabel Jarrett
Emma

McCoy-Hollrah

Ian MorrisonEvan McMahan Ashlyn Robinson Kaitlyn Silvers Alexis Vance Daniel Westall

Courtney Rhodes Ciclali ValenciaEthan WilliamsBryson Wilson Karina Campos

Micaville Elementary proudly congratulates our 2020 graduates!

“You’re off to Great Places! Today is your day! 
Your mountain is waiting, So... get on your way!”

              Dr. Seuss
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Congratulations to AMS Alumni...

Zen Berry

60 AMS Circle, Burnsville, NC 28714    www.arthurmorganschool.org

A Living, Learning Community
Boarding and Day School for Grades 7-9

Mayland 
Community

College
Associate Arts

and
High School

Degree Programs Jack Saulsbury

Congratulations
from

Grandmaw
Hopson

and Family!
We are proud

of you!!

LUNSFORD 
REALTY

617 West Bypass, Burnsville 828-678-3400
www.lunsfordrealty.biz

YOU MADE IT !!
CONGRATULATIONS

Class of 2020
It’s your world grads! 
We’ve always known 

you were stellar students. 
Now, go out there and show the 
world what you have to offer! 

We are so proud of you!
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Mtn. Heritage Evening of Excellence scholarship 
award presentations held at Facebook Live event

This year’s Evening of Ex-
cellence at Mountain Heritage 
High School may have looked 
a little different than in years 
past, but the Class of 2020 still 
shined. 

Evening of Excellence 
is the high school’s annual 
celebration of scholarships 
earned by the Senior class; 
this year, due to COVID-19 
restrictions, the event was held 
as a Facebook Live event.

This year’s Senior class has 
reported earning over $2 mil-
lion dollars in scholarships. 
The scholarships have come 
from national organizations, 
colleges and universities as 
well as from several, local or-
ganizations and individuals. 

“We are blessed in Yancey 
County to have such generous 
individuals and groups in our 
community; they honor our 
hardest working and most de-
serving students with a sizable 
amount of scholarship fund-
ing,” said Mountain Heritage 
Principal Kevin Huskins.

“To all the groups and indi-
viduals who gave scholarships 

Yancey School Superintendent Kathy Amos helped deliver 
yard signs for seniors to display at their homes. She is pictured 
with Juana Chavez, senior class president. The signs con-
gratulating the Class of 2020 were provided to each student 
by the Yancey County Board of Education. The signs feature a 
photo of the entire class accompanied by the wording “We Are 
Heritage” and “#mhbethegood.” This is just one of the special 
surprises the school system and community planned to honor 
the Mountain Heritage High School Class of 2020 that missed 
a big part of their senior year activities.

to our students, Mountain 
Heritage is grateful for your 
continued benevolence and 
partnership as we work to 
help our students succeed,” 
Huskins said.

Following is a list of schol-
arship awards presented that 
evening and thus far:

Alexandria Briggs: SECU 
“People Helping People” 
Scholarship $10,000

Alexandria Briggs: Appa-
lachian College Opportunity 
Grant $2,000

Alexandria Briggs: Ap-
palachian State GEAR UP 
scholarship $1,000

Alexis Vance Roan Scholar 
$100,000

Ashlyn Robinson Dare to 
Dream $1,000

Aubrey Laws Lloyd and 
Mildred Bryson Memorial 
Scholarship $2,800

Aubrey Laws Kevin Ash-
ton Memorial $500 

Aubrey Laws Pensacola 
Men’s Club $500

Brian Gutierrez Friends of 
the Library$1,000 

Brian Gutierrez James Ow-
ens Memorial $500

Bryce Miller CC Ralph and 
Maxine Gwaltney Scholarship 
$1,000

Bryce  Mil ler  Freddy 
Brown Memorial Scholar-
ship $1,000

Cabel Jarret Johnson & 
Wales University Presiden-
tial Academic Scholarship 
$13,500

Cabel Jarrett App State 
University Presidential Aca-
demic Award $8,000

Cabel Jarrett Mississippi 
State academic Excellence 
Scholarship $40,000

Cabel Jarrett Centre Col-
lege,  Endowment Grant 
$9,200

Cabel Jarrett Founder’s 
Scholarship $23,00

Cabel Jarrett Inspiring 
Teen Magazine Scholarship 
$8,000

Cabel Jarrett Trustee Schol-
arship from Centre $2,000

Cabel Jarrett FBLA Profes-
sional Division Leader Schol-
arship $1,000

Cabel Jarett ETSU Fac-
ulty Academic Performance 
Scholarship $8,000

continued on page 22
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Special Congratulations
Alexandria Ann Marie

Briggs

Just breathe. You are strong enough to handle your 

and capable enough to do 
whatever needs to be done.
                                                      ~ Lori Deschene

http:www.carolinamtnrealty.com          cmr@carolinamtnrealty.com

Special congratulations to

MATTHEW BARE
North Carolina School of
Science and Mathematics

The only person you are destined to 
become is the person you decide to be.
                                                                           ~ Ralph Waldo Emerson

Mtn. Heritage Evening of Excellence scholarships
continued from page 21

Cabel Jarrett Woodsmen 
Life Scholarship $500

Cabel Jarret Carolina Cov-
enant Scholarship $20,000

Cabel Jarrett JWU FBLA 
Scholarship $7,500

Cabel Jarrett James B 
White Academic Scholarship 
$40,000

Cabel Jarrett Callie Ran-
dolph $500

Callin Randolph Callie 
Randolph $1,000

Callin Randolph ETSU 
Faculty Scholarship $8,000

Callie Randolph $500 
Cole Shehan Earl Honey-

cutt Memorial $500
Cole Shehan Wingate 

Trustee Scholarship $26,000

Cole Shehan Wingate Foot-
ball Scholarship $11,000

Cole Shehan Wingate 
Grant $1,000

Dawson Letterman Spartan 
Award $12,000

Dawson Letterman The 
Doc and Ceci Ransom Memo-
rial Scholarship $1,000

Drew Smoker Mountain 
Air Pilots Association $1,000

Drew Smoker Goshen 
Merit Scholarship $68,000

Drew Smoker Ollie Ann 
Gowen Scholarship $1,500

Emily Holcombe Sandra 
Ewelle Memorial Scholarship 
$1,000

Emily Holcombe Health 
Science Blood Drive Scholar-
ship $250

Emma Benfield Kevin 
Ashton Memorial Scholar-
ship $500

Emma Benfield Gerald 
Hardest Scholarship $1403

Emma McCoy Tech-
nical Theater Scholarship 
$2,000.00

Emma McCoy Lion 
Scholarship $2,000.00

Eric Fernandez Mountain 
Air Pilots Association $1,000

Erik Fernandez Clarence 
M. Smith, Jr. Scholarship 
$4,500.00

Erik Fernandez Earl Hon-
eycutt Memorial $1,000.00

Erik Fernandez Goodnight
Scholar $82,000.00

Evan McMahan Duke Uni-
versity $75,000.00

Hannah Ray Earl Honey-
cutt Memorial Scholarship 
$500

Issac Deyton George 
Blake Memorial Scholarship 
$500.00

Issac Deyton Grace Joan 
Love Schneider Endowed 
Scholarship $1,500

Kaitlyn Harding George
Blake Memorial $1,250.00

London Nei l  Yancey
Mitchell Board of Realtors 
$500.00

Joseph Wilson 
Mountain Air Pilots Associa-
tion $1,000

J o s e p h  Wi l s o n  H a r-
old E. Duncan Scholarship
$24,000.00

Joseph Wilson Pisgah
Scholar $12,000.00

Juana Chavez  T h e 
Opportunity Scholarship 
$80,000.00

Justus Shelton Mars Hill
University Local Lion Prom-
ise Scholarship: $17,526

continued on page 23
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Congratulations
to the

Class of 2020!

http:www.carolinamtnrealty.com          cmr@carolinamtnrealty.com

Best Wishes to theClass of 2020!

Special congratulations to

JOHN HENSLEY
Appalachian State University

If you don’t go after 
what you want, 
you’ll never have it. 

If you don’t ask, 
the answer is always no. 

If you don’t step 
forward, you’re always 
in the same place.
                    ~ Nora Roberts

Justus Shelton Mars Hill 
University Need Based Schol-
arship: $1,974

Justus Shelton Mars Hill 
University Legacy Scholar-
ship: $500

Justus Shelton Mars Hill 
University Basketball Schol-
arship: $10,000

Kaitlyn Moore Jane Rob-
inson Memorial Scholarship 
$1,000.00

Kaitlyn Moore Local Lion 
Life $17,526.00

Kyle Ball East Tennessee 
State University Creative Arts 
Scholarship $12,000.00

Kyler Glover  UNC 
Bridge Foundation $1,000

K y l i e  D u l a n e y  H a r-
old E. Duncan Scholarship 
$24,292.00

Kylie Dulaney Pisgah 
Scholar $3,000.00

Kylie Dulaney Chamber of 
Commerce $1,000.00

Kylie Dulaney Friends of 
the Library $1,000.00

Kylie Dulaney UNC Need 
Based Grant $3,090.00

Kylie Robinson Earl Hon-
eycutt Memorial $500.00

Lacce Thomason Golden 
Leaf Scholarship $12,000.00

Lacce Thomason Cal and 
Carol Peddy Memorial Fund 
$1,500.00

Lacce Thomason New-
ton Academy-William For-
ster Jr. & Nancy Forster 
Stevens Scholarship Fund 
$1,000.00

Lacce Thomason ECU 
Grant $4,000.00

Lacce Thomason ECU 
R a i s e  M e  S c h o l a r s h i p 
$8,000.00

Lacce Thomason Beacon 
Scholarship $4,000.00

Lacee Thomason Toy 
Scholarship $500

Lacee Thomason Mountain 
Air Pilots Association $1,000

Lacee Thomason SECU 
Peop le  he lp ing  peop le 
$10,000

Laken Reed Dare to dream 
scholarship $1,000.00

Levi Higgins Skill’s USA 
$350

Levi Higgins Dare to 
Dream Scholarship $2,500

Levi Higgins Callie Ran-
dolph $500

Levi Higgins Martha Rob-
inson $1,000

L i a m  H e n s o n  U N C 
Asheville Academic Grant 
$1,579.00

Liam Henson Duncan 
$24,292.00

Liam Henson  
UNC-Asheville Pisgah Schol-
arship $1,000.00

Lucas Jenkins 
Chamber  of  Commerce 
$1,000.00

Maria Escobar Gonzalez 
Earl Honeycutt Memorial 
$1,000.00

Mattie Jeans Early Hon-

eycutt Memorial Scholarship 
$1,000.00

Mattie Jeans Faculty Schol-
arship $8,000.00

McKenzie Harrison Pen-
sacola Men’s Club 
$500.00

Michael Riddle Dare to 
dream scholarship $1,000.00

Michael Riddle Leon Tay-
lor Scholarship $500.00

Michael Riddle Blue Ridge 
RC&D $200.00

Misty Angelina Romero 
Pensacola Men’s Club $500

Misty Angelina Romero 
James Owens Scholarship 
$500

Morgan Harrison Pensa-
cola Men’s Club $500.00

Mtn. Heritage Evening of Excellence scholarships
continued from page 22

continued on page 26
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502 West Main Street, Burnsville, NC 28714
828-682-6109

Even if it falls your lot to be a street 
sweeper, go on out and sweep 

streets like Michelangelo painted 
pictures; sweep streets like Handel 
and Beethoven composed music; 

sweep streets like Shakespeare wrote 
poetry; sweep streets so well that all 

the host of heaven and earth will have 
to pause and say, here lived a great 

street sweeper who swept his job well.
        ~ Martin Luther King

   We salute 
the members 
       of  the

Class of  2020!

Summit Building Supply Hwy 19 
Burnsville, NC 28714 

682-9841

Special congratulations to

Trenton Isaac
Johnson

Special congratulations to

Samantha Nicole
Sinclair

Cherish This Moment Graduates!

Special congratulations to

Savannah Faith
Hensley

UNC Asheville recently 
announced that the Inaugural 
McRae and Provost Scholars 
were awarded nearly $570,000.

UNC Asheville awarded five 
Selby and Richard McRae Schol-
arships to exceptional students 
from the incoming Class of 
2024. Each student, including 
Gillian Gavenus from Burnsville, 
will receive $50,000 over the 
course of their four years at UNC 
Asheville. 

“UNC Asheville’s inaugural 
Selby and Richard McRae Schol-
ars excel academically and as 
leaders in their communities. We 
welcome them to our University 
and look forward to supporting 
their academic potential, ingenu-
ity, and leadership skills during 
this exciting time of their lives,” 
said UNC Asheville Chancellor 
Nancy J. Cable.

Gillian Gavenus from Burns-
ville, a senior graduate at the 
North Carolina School of Science 
and Mathematics (NCSSM), who 
was accepted into the school’s 
Senior Research Mentorship 
Program and worked with Dr. 
Stuart Pimm at Duke University 
assisting in his lab with research 
on how to prevent present-day 
extinctions. 

She plans to continue her 
undergraduate education and 
research at UNC Asheville as 
an environmental studies major 
with a minor in biology work-

Burnsville’s Gillian Gavenus awarded $50,000 
Inaugural McRae Scholarship at UNC Asheville

ing with Assistant Professor of 
Biology Graham Reynolds on 
National Geographic Society-
funded projects. She aspires to 
be an environmental scientist, 
biologist or conservationist. 

In addition to her academic 
accomplishments, which include 
a bronze medal for the National 
French Exam, acceptance into 
the US Naval Academy Summer 
STEM Program, membership in 
the National Honor Society and 
Mu Alpha Theta International 
Mathematics Honor Society, 
for which she has served as 
president, she also has served in 
many leadership and volunteer 
roles. As a senior, she served as 
a Resident Life Assistant on her 
dorm hall building a community 
on hall through active hall pro-
gramming, acting as peer me-
diator, and serving as a resource 
for residents with academic or 
community related issues. As 
club leader for NCSSM Habitat 
for Humanity she coordinated 
builds, student recruitment and 
arranging transportation. She 
sings soprano in the Chamber En-
semble, is co-host of the popular 
Koffeehouse, a monthly student 
talent show, and serves as leader 
for Yoga Club. 

While a student at Mountain 
Heritage High School (MHHS) 
she served as president of both 
the Math and Astronomy Clubs, 

activities coordinator for the Eco 
Club, and has volunteered with
Blue Ridge Resource Conserva-
tion & Development taking water 
samples, organism samples, and 
supervising children’s camp 
activities and hikes. She has 
coached youth league soccer, 
played Varsity soccer at MHHS 
and was a Varsity swimmer for
NCSSM swim team. In 2019, 
Gavenus received the NC Gov-
ernor’s Volunteer Service Award 
for Yancey County.

Each McRae Scholar receives 
$10,000 in scholarship support
each year for four years with an 
additional $10,000 to support
study abroad, undergraduate re-
search, and internships, which are
all hallmarks of the historically 
strong liberal arts and sciences
education at UNC Asheville. 

The McRae Scholarships are 
funded by the Selby and Richard
McRae Foundation through a gift 
of $250,000. It provides entering
students with opportunities to
acquire the skills, knowledge, and
problem solving necessary to pur-
sue their goals and take their places 
as leaders and engaged citizens in
a rapidly changing society.

The McRae Scholars and
Provost Scholarships are avail-
able to both in-state and out-
of-state students and recognize
undergraduate scholars with ex-
ceptional academic accomplish-
ments, demonstrated leadership, 
and potential to be a pacesetter
in their academic life and future
beyond college.

The McRae Scholarship is 
one of many offered by UNC 
Asheville, with scholars chosen 
through a rigorous selection
process. Finalists are also con-
sidered for Provost Scholarships,
numerous academic department 
scholarships and the Pisgah
Scholars Program, which is a 
comprehensive scholarship pro-
gram to first-time applicants. Stu-
dents seeking to transfer to UNC 
Asheville can also be considered 
for merit-based scholarships. To 
apply, go to unca.edu/apply. 

Gillian Gavenus
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Graduation marks 
the culmination of 
all your academic 

efforts. You’ve worked hard, learned and 
grown, and now your special moment is 
here. Take pride in your achievement 

 & enjoy your well-deserved graduation 
day. Cherish and remember it always.

2020

Yard signs were delivered to ten Mountain Heritage graduates while working at their 
part-time jobs at Ingles in Burnsville. The students took a break from work to accept 
the signs from the Board of Education to place at their individual homes.

Hours: 11:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
7 days a week!

170 Reservoir Road, 
next to SavMor, Burnsville

828-536-5511

BABE’S PIZZA & TREATS
Special Congratulations

MATTIE KAY
JEANS

Mountain Heritage
High School Graduate

Special Congratulations

Laura
Velazquez Leco
Mayland Early College

High School

Special Congratulations

John Stephen
Moncrief

Mountain Heritage
High School Graduate

Best of Luck!

All 2020 
Mountain Heritage 

High School 
Graduates stop by 

BABE’S PIZZA
and get your 

“Personalized 
Free 
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Follow your 
dreams, stay 

with the course 
you set, 

the future is 
as bright as 

you strive to 
make it.

Yancey County Sheriff Gary Banks 
and Staff

Timothy Walker 
Blevins

Lacee Rose
Thomason

We salute all 2020 graduates and send 
special congratulations to these graduates!

Son of 
Timothy Mack Blevins

 and
Sabrina Bouchard

Mtn. Heritage Graduate

Daughter of 
Chris Thomason

and
Rebekah Thomason

Mtn. Heritage Graduate

Evan Reece
McMahan

Son of 
Glenn & Rhonda McMahan

and
Steve & Venita Wyatt

Mtn. Heritage Graduate

You’re off to great places!
Today is your day!
Your mountain is waiting, so...
Get On Your Way!         ~ Dr. Seuss

Morgan Harrison Earl 
Honeycutt Memorial 
$500.00

Nathaniel Ledford Earl 
Honeycutt Memorial Scholar-
ship $500

Nathaniel Ledford Callie 
Randolph $500

Natalie Calkins Pisgah 
Scholarship $12,000

Natalie Calkins George 
Blake Memorial $1,250

Nicole Honeycutt Chrissy 
McClure Ray $500

Page Marks Kevin Ashton 
Memorial $500.00

Price Fortner Earl Honey-
cutt Memorial $500.00

Rebecca Dixon UNC-A 
Pisgah $4,000.00

Rebecca Dixon UNC-A 
grant $1,028.00

Ryan Argent Mountain Air 
Pilots Association $1,000

Ryan Argent Earl Honey-
cutt Memorial $500.00

Ryan  Argen t  Ca lv in 
H. Carter, Jr. Scholarship 
$4,320.00

Ryan Argent Goodnight 
Scholar $82,000.00

Samantha Houchard May-
land Community College In-
telligent Choice $2,560.00

S a m a n t h a  H o u c h a r d 

Larson Family Scholarship 
$1,000.00

Samantha Sinclair Kevin
Ashton Memorial $500.00

Savannah Hensley Callie 
Randolph $500

Savannah Hensley James 
Owens Scholarship $500

Savannah Hensley James 
Owens Scholarship $1,000

Stephen Moncrief Moun-
tain Air Pilots Association 
$1,000

Ted Smith Mar Hill Lions
Promise $17,526 

Ted Smith Dare to dream
scholarship $1,000

Ted Smith Friends of the 
Library 1,000

Ted Smith Rotary Club 
$1,000

Timothy Blevins Dare to
dream scholarship 
$1,500.00

Timothy Blevins Dare to
dream scholarship 
$500.00

Timothy Blevins Chrissy
McClure Ray Scholarship 
$500

Timothy Blevins Mountain 
Air Pilots Association $1,000

Ty Holtzclaw Dare to 
dream scholarship $1,000.00

Ya q u e l i n  G o n z a l e z 
DREAM US opportunity
Scholarship $80,000.00

MHHS Evening of Excellence
continued from page 23
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Best Wishes to all 2020 Graduates!
We are proud of all your hard work and dedication !

Special Congratulations to
Mtn. Heritage High School Graduate

CALLIN JAMES RANDOLPH

“Forget about the fast lane. 

harness your power to your 
passion. Honor your calling. 
Everybody has one. Trust your 
heart and success will come to you.”
                ~ Oprah Winfrey

200 Medical Campus Drive, Burnsville, N.C. 28714

Congratulations
Class of 2020!

“so many of 
our dreams 

                                 ~ Christopher Reeve

The Mountain Heritage 
High School Class of 2020 is 
full of energy, creative ideas, 
and bright young adults. I have 
enjoyed watching each of you 
learn and grow in so many 
ways during this school year.   

Parents and family mem-
bers,   I know you are so very 
proud of your children.   Please 
know that I am honored to 
watch them receive their di-
plomas next weekend after so 
many years of hard work.

As you begin your new 
journey I have a few words of 
advice:

As the famous award win-
ning country songwriter Reba 
McEntire said, “To succeed in 
life you need three things:   a 
wishbone, a backbone and a 
funny bone.”

Now for those of you in the 
medical profession or have just 
finished your anatomy class,  

Mrs. McEntire does not 
mean this in the literal sense. 
We all possess each of these 
bones. A furcular, a series of 
vertebrae and a medial epicon-
dyle of the humerus. However, 
not everyone possesses these 
specific characteristics.   Or 
do you?  

Think of the times you have 
made a wish in your life:   after 
blowing out the candle on your 
birthday cake, while viewing 
a shooting star in the summer 
night sky, holding your breath 
while driving through a tunnel 
or pulling the largest piece of 
the wishbone after a holiday 
meal. Do these wishes come 

 Superintendent Kathy Amos
Letter to the MHHS Seniors - Class of 2020

true?  
Walt Disney tells us, “When 

you wish upon a star, makes no 
difference who you are, any-
thing your heart desires will 
come true.”

The reality and truth is, 
wishes can come true if you 
plan, prepare, set goals, focus, 
and put in the dedicated hard 
work.   As a Mountain Heritage 
High School alumnus, you 
have proven that you, indeed, 
have a wishbone. You pos-
sess the ability to make your 
wishes come true. Continue 
to use that drive, energy, and 
perseverance to go forth and 
make positive things happen 
in this world.

When I think of someone 
with a backbone, I think about 
our American heroes. John 
Wayne, Muhammad Ali, Abra-
ham Lincoin, Harriet Tubman 
or my very own grandfather 
who earned a Purple Heart in 
WW II after jumping with the 
82nd Airborne on D-Day, come 
to mind.   These characters are 
tough to the core.

The question is, when the 
going gets tough, do you have 
the strength, conviction, cour-
age, and moral character to 
stand tall and do the right 
thing?   Be a leader, have a 
backbone and do not give 
into every temptation of this 
world.

Research tells us that happi-
er, healthy people have a good 
sense of humor. I have learned 
not only how to tell a joke but 
how to take a joke.  Smile - and 

The Mountain Heritage High School Class of 2020

for goodness sake - laugh at 
yourself!  There are times to 
be very serious and there are 
times to laugh out loud.  

In the stressful days to 
come, keep that funny bone in 
use.   Seek out those good, kind, 
positive, influential, faithful 
friends that you can laugh with 
and enjoy this life.  Laughter is 
truly the best medicine.

So as you travel along, take 
care of your young bones!   
Dust off your wishbone, back-
bone and funny bone.

Godspeed,
Kathy Amos, 
Superintendent
Yancey County Schools

Attitude is a choice. 
Happiness is a choice. 
Optimism is a choice. 
Kindness is a choice. 
Giving is a choice. 
Respect is a choice. 
Whatever choice you make -- makes you. 
Choose wisely!                      ~ Roy T. Bennett

STAFF OF YANCEY TIMES JOURNAL NEWSPAPER

Congratulations Grads!
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BURNSVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA

Life is a journey. Day by day we learn more 
and this is just the beginning of your journey.

If you got everything you wanted 
all at once there would be no point to living. 

Enjoy the ride, and in the end you’ll see the ‘setbacks’ as 
giant leaps forward, only you couldn’t see 

the bigger picture in the moment. 

Remain calm, all is within reach; all you have to do 
is show up every day, stay true to your path and 

          ~ Jackson Kiddard


